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2s HITHER this CREED which goes 
Au under St. Athanaſius's Name be really 
SAW his, has been and does ſtill continue 
eto be diſputed. But whither he was 
res the Author or no, tis ſufficient that 
our Church hath receiv'd it under the Name of 
St. Athanaſms's Creed, recommends it as Orthodox, 
and a Creed which ought to be received and be- 
lieved, becauſe the Contents thereof may be 

roved from Scripture, as you will find in the 
bth Article of our Religion, which runs thus, 


The Three Creeds, Nice Creed, Athanaſius's 
Creed, and that which is commonly called the 
Apoſtles Creed, ought throughly to be received 
and believed, for they may be proved by moſt 
certain Warrants of Holy Scripture. 


The proof whereof from Sc:ipture is the buſi- 
neſs of this preſent undertaking, not to ſhew 
how and after what manner the Pinity is formed, 
but that the Nation of a Trinity, as the Catholick 
Church in general, and our Church in particular 
holds, is deliver'd to us in Scripture z which Do- 
&rine although it be vaſtly above, and altoge- 
ther incomprehenſible to humane Reafon, yet 

| 4 wa þ 


judice. 


(29 | 
if I can prove, as I hope I ſhall to any impartial ' 
Reader, that God hath ſaid it is ſo, that he hath | 
declar'd it to be ſo in Scripture, every Chriſtian 
owning the 154 1 to be the Rule of Faith muſt 
donnern n or i: 
I know this Doctrine of the Trinity is now the 
great Controver/y among the learned Men of this 
Nation. I would by no means undervalue their 
Abilities, but it has been and I could with that 
it were not too truly obſerv'd, that what we call 
great Learning has oftentimes Kaas dangerous, 

r 


and the worſt Errors proceeded from Men of ſub- | 


Fg 
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tle Parts. In-my Opinion, the Truths inculca- | 
ted in Scripture are beſt made out by comparing 
one Place of Scripture with another, and who- | 
ſoever thus e them, and brings along 
with him an humble and honeſt mind, deſirous 
to be inform'd, no doubt may obtain ſufficient 
ſatisfaction with a moderate degree of Learning. 
 *Tis one thang to ſearch the Scriptures in or- 
der to find out the way to eternal Life. John 5. 39. 
Another to pretend to unravel the unſearchable ' 
Fudgments of God, and the Ways that are indeed, 
pait finding out. Rom. 11. 13. The ſecret things + 
belong unto the Lord our God, but thoſe things which 
are revealed belong to us, and to our Children for | 
ever. Deut. 29. 29. Therefore we muſt take them 
as they are reveal'd, and be humble in the point 
of Divine Knowledge; which method, if my 
Reader will make uſe of with me, I doubt not 
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but ſo far to remove the Objections againſt this \ 


Creed, as that any of the Church may joyn in 


ſaying it with the Miniſter without ſcruple, and 


any Diſſenter agree to ſubſcribe it without pre- 
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Or St. Athanaſi 10 8 s Creed. 


Tn Creed Foe” ſts of Four Parts, viz. 
I. A Preface, 


2. The Catholick Faith in relation to the 
Trinity. 
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3. An Expoſi tion of that Faith ach a Confu- 
| tation of Hereſies. 


4̃. The Catholick Faith in relation to the In- 
i carnation of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, with an 
[ Expoſition or Comment upon it. 


Of each i in their Order, 


The Preface 


y HOSOEV ER will be Saved : Before all 
| Things it is neceſſary that he bold the Catholick 
Faith. 


Which Faith, except every one do keep whale 5 | 
undefiled : Without doubt he Hall periſh ever- 


laſtingly. 


A 3 Man 


(4) 


Man was at firſt ee. in a State of Happi- 1. 


neſs in Paradiſe, had every Thing allotted him, 


that his All-wiſe Creator knew to be beſt for 
his uſe; and happy indeed had it been for him 


and his Poſterity, if by the due returns of Obe- 
dience he had kept himſelf in that pure and 
bleſted Eſtate, but the enchanting deluſions of 
the Woman and the Devil, under the ſpecious 
Inſinuations of attaining to a greater degree of 
Knowledge, ſoon cauſed him to forfeit that glo- 


rious Condition, for by wilfully yielding to the 


temptation and tranſgreſſing the Commands of 
his Maker in eating of the forbidden Fruit, he 
was turned out of Paradiſe, and made ſubject to 


Death and the Wrath of God; and the guilt of 


this firſt Sin which Adam committed is i mputed 
to all Men, for Adam in tranſgreſſing acted not 
as a ſingle Perſon, but as the Head and Root of 
Mankind, For Ly one Mans diſobedience many were 
made Sinners, and by the offence of one Fudgment 
came unto all Men unto Condemnation. Rom. 5. 

OS 5 = 
Tho' by this Sin of Adam all Mankind were 
ander the Sentence of eternal Condemnation, 
yet it pleaſed God out of his own Free-will and 
Mercy, ſo to pity our miſery as to order him- 
ſelf a way to make ſatisfaction to his Juſtice, 
by promiſing to ſend his only Son, God equal 
with himſelf to Earth, to take our Nature upon 
him and become Man, and by his Death here 
to obtain for us remuiion of our Sins, and to re- 

ſtore us to the fayour of God, 
Accordingly when the fulneſs of Time was 
come, God lent forth his Son, who took, the Na- 
| ture 
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{ture of Man upon him, and in that Nature ſuf- 
fer'd and died to ſatisfy the Juſtice of God. 
Neither was this all the Love that our Graci- 
ous God ſhew'd to loſt Mankind, but as a far- 
ther inſtance of his Mercy, He in con junction 
with the Son ſent the Holy Ghoſt, to afliſt and 
ſtrengthen us to overcome temptations to Sin, 
and to enlighten and enable us to do all that 
God requires of us. | 

Thus you ſee the condition of Man by the 
Fall of Adam, and our Redemption from the Pu- 
niſhment due thereto by no leſs Perſons than 
the Father, Son and Holy Ghoſt, therefore whoſo- 
ever would be partaker of the benefit of this Re- 
demption, muſt have due and juſt Thoughts 
of the Perſons concerned in the procuring of it. 
Jo aſſiſt us wherein God Almighty has thought 
fit by the Pen of his m{ſpir'd Writers to commu- 
nicate the method of our Salvation, in the Book 
call'd the Scriptures or Holy Bible, containing the 
Old and New Teftament, wherein is ſet down the 
hole Account of the Fall of Man, and of our 
Redemption, the glorious act of God to reſtore 
us to a Capacity of obtaining Salvation on con- 
dition of Faith and ſincere Obedience to the 
V | 
But the Devil who at the beginning tempted 
our Firſt Parents, continues {till to ſcek the 
ruin and deſtruction of Mankind, and takes the 
ſame method in putting falſe Gloſſes and Inter- 
| pretations upon what God has deliver'd by bis 
iuſpir d Writers, as he did formerly upon what 
he deliver'd by Word of Month. 55 
And as a great help to him, he too well knows 
the general Temper of Mankind, that it is very 
; "4 corrupt 
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corrupt and exceedingly prone to Sin, and con- 
ſequently to Error; impatient of true Vertue 
and Piety, and therefore of true Doctrine; 
wherefore taking hold of theſe Infirmities of 
humane Nature, it is no wonder that he creates 
Factions and Hereſies againſt Truth, for God 
hath provided no ſuch remedies againft Sin and 
Wickedneſs, as to cure them miraculouſly and 
irreſiſtably; ſo that it is certain that as Vices 
break in upon the Church, Errors alſo will get 
by degrees and uſurp the Name and Authority 
of Truth, To remedy which as much as poſ- 


ſible, the Holy Men of God in the early Days 


of Chriſtianity did ſet themſelves in oppoſition . 
to Errors and Hereſies, as by the Devil's Inſtiga- 
tion they ſprung up in the Church, in particular 
againſt thoſe that have advanc'd a wrong Not ion 
of what God has declar'd himſelf to be in Holy 
Writ, and thereby would hinder us of the benefit 
of our Redemption, by withdrawing us from wor- 
ihipping God, as the God he hath declar'd him- 
ſelf to be in Scripture. The Belief of theſe Ho- 
ly Men have been aſſented to by the generality 
of the Members of the Chriſtian Church and 
therefore is term'd the Chriftzan Faith, and de- 
clar'd to be prov'd from Scripture, wherein tho? 
God has not provided expreſs Remedies againſt 
all poſſible miſtakes nd abuſes of Error, yet 
he has thought fit to leave it as a Rule of Faith, 
and Manners, and Worſhip, ſufficient to guide all 
honeſt, well meaning Perſons, and lovers of 
Truth, though not ſufficient to exclude all ca- 
vil and abuſe. _ 5 90 | 
Therefore | V ho ſoever will be ſaved ] whoſt- 
ever 1s defirous to take hold of the gre of 
race 
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Grace declar'd in the Goſpel, in order to reſtore 
himſelf again to the Favour of God before all 
things] as a Foundation "Ow which -he-muſt 
work, [it is neceſſary that he hold the Catholic 
Faith] it is neceſſary that he profeſs and be- 
lieve thoſe Truths which have conſtantly been 
' receiv'd and ſet forth by the generality of the 
Members of the Church of Chriſt, and therefore 
call'd the Catholick Faith. 162 
| [Which Faith except every one doth keep whole 
and undefiled] Which Faith except he doth-be- 
lieve as contain'd in the Goſpel, and deliver'd 
py the Church without mixture of thoſe Errors 
and Hereſies, which manifeſtly tend to the ſub- 
verſion of our moſt Holy Religion, ¶ without 
doubt he ſhall periſh everlaſtingly | there is no que- 
ſtion but he 1hall looſe the benefit he ſhould re- 
cieive if he had preſerv'd a true and right Faith. 
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Of the Catholick Faith. 


Th E Catholick Faith is this, 


That we worſhip One God in Trinity, and Trinity 
in Unity. 


As every Profeſhon has its proper IJerms, fo 
Divinity has thoſe alſo which peculiarly belong 
to it; for though the manner of a Deity's ſub- 

| ſiſting 
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ſifting or nature is above human Reaſon and 
Capacity, yet as we are well affur'd that ther! 
is füch à Being and muſt worſhip it, we inu 
expreſs our ſelves in ſome Words or other, and 
therefore the Church has choſen thoſe. which 
are thought moſt ſuitable, by uſing of which 
we may make our Minds Lt to each other 
concerning God. T ſhall in the firſt lace un- 
fold the meaning of thoſe Words chieffy menti- 
on'd in this Creed, and then proceed to the Fey 
of the Article, 


* orfhip, is when upon the right eie if 
2 God, we freely give him the Honour 
Proper to him. 


Big i ſignifies Three in Number, being This 
taken from that ſaying of St. Fob, 
There are Three that bear record in Heaven, 
the Father, the Word, and the Holy Ghoſt. 
I John 5. 7. And our Church never 
mentions the word Trinity, but thereby 
means the Perſons of the Father, IWord, 
or Son, and the Holy Gbot.\ | 


Deity, is Oneneſs, from the Word One, and ; is a 
Term particularly apply'd in this Gried 
to the Godhead, from the aforeſaid Text 
of St. John, where when it is ſaid, that 
there are Three that bear record. in Heaven, 

the Father, the Word, and the Holy Gbof, 
tis added alſo, and theſe Three are One. 
So that this word Unity when mention'd- 
with the Jixity, is to be underſtood as 
relating to the Godhead, 
Perſon 


o x 
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: 


(9) 


Perſon in this Creed, is a diſtin ſubſiſtence of 
. - the Codbead, CAT ECM 


Subſtance when it.relates to God, means the Di- 
vine Being, or the One very eternal Ef- 
ſence of the Deity, whatever it is. 

When it relates to Man, it means 

Fleſb and Blood, and whatever elſe Man 


- 


is made of. 

1 a 4-61-01 I 417 
From the Words thus explain'd we may come 
at the meaning of the Catbolick Faith, as ex- 
preſs d in this Creed, viz. | 


That we pay all Honour and Worſhip to God, 
as One God in Trinity, or Three Perſons, yet 
tho there be Three Perſons in the Godhead, 

_ theſe Three Perſons or Trinity, center or re- 
ſolve themſelves into the Ut of the God- 
bead, and are ſaid to be but One God. 


The proof of the Unity of the Godbead, or that 
there is but One God, is as follows, 


The belief of the Unity of the Godhead is ſo 
frequently and fo plainly aſſerted in Scripture, 
that it was the cheif deſign of the whole Old Je- 
ſtament, both of Moſes and the Prophets, to eſta- 
bluh it in oppoſition to the falie Opinions of 
the Heathens, concerning a diverſity of Gods. 
This Moſes often repeated in a moſt ſolemn 
mauner, Unto thee, 155 he to T/racl, in his ex- 
hortations to Obedience, it was ſewed, that thow 
mghte know that the Lord he is God, there is none 
ele beſides him, Deut. 4. 35. and again ver. 39. 
#4 Know 
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| thelUjity-bf the Godhead is plain? 
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Now this Day and conſider in thine Heart, that the 


Lord he is God in Heaven above, and upon the 


Earth beneath : there is none elſe : and again ch. 


6. 4. Hear, O Iſrael, the Lord our God is One 


ments. Thon ſhalt have no other Gods before me. 
Exod. 20. 3. and again in the 45th chapter of 
Tſatah ver. 5. I am the Lord, ſaith God, and there 
is none elſe, there is no God beſides me. 

The New Teftament goes on in the ſame ſtrain, 
and makes the believing One God in oppoſition 
tothe many Gods of the Heathen; the chief Arti- 


cle of the Chr. ian Religion. St. Paul tells you, 


There is no other God but One, for though there be 
that dis called Gods, whether in Heaven or in Earth 
(as. there. be Gods many, and Lords many) but to 
us there is but One God. 1 Cor, 8. 4, 5, 6. And 
this is made the cheif ground of bur Obligation 
to mutual Love and Union 3 our ſelves, 
that there 1s but One Lord, One Baptiſm, One God, 
and Father of.all. Eph. 4. 5, 6. 5 that I think 


Scripture ; the next Thing to be known of the 


as, 
= 4. 


Effence, and yet are diſtinguiſh'd among them 


ſelves by their 'Per ſonal Properties. 
If we look into the Old Teftament, in the 1ſt 


chap. of Genefis ver. 26. God ſaid, let us make 


Man. The Words [God ſaid] denotes the Unity 
of the Godhead, and | let us] the Trinity of Per- 


ſons, it being certain that the So and Holy Gboſt 


were then in Being, for He, meaning the Son, 
was in the beginning, all things were made by him, 
and 


Lord. It is in the firſt of the Ten Command- 


y declar d in 
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| and without him was not ane made that was 


made. John 1. 2, 3. and if 


| ver: of the 1ſt chap. of Geneſis you will find, The 
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Spirit of God moved upon the face of the Waters, 


which ſhews that the Holy Ghoſt was then alſo 
in Being 1 eit nöd 
Tis written Tſaiah 48. 16, 17. Come near un- 
to me, bear ye t bis, I have not ſpoken in ſecret from 
the beginning, from the time that it was, there am I: 
and nom the Lord God and bis Spirit hath ſent me. 

Thus faith the Lord, thy Redeemer, the Holy One 
of Iſrael, I am the Lord thy God. | 

Here I think is a ſufficient declaration both 
of the Trinity of the Perſons, as alſo of the Unity 


of the Godhead. The Perſon ſpeaking was Our 


Redeemer now eall'd Feſus Chriſt, the two Perſons 
that ſent him were the Lord God and his Sparit, 
and yet tho' he directly brings in Three Perſons, 
he proves the Unity in the following Words, I 
am the Lord thy God. Wes ary 

When Iſaiah further propheſied of Chriſt and 


deſcrib'd his Offce, he did it in theſe Words. 


The Spirit of the Lord God is upon me, becauſe the 


Lord bath anointed me to preach good tidings. Iſaiah 


61. 1. Now this Prophecy Chri# applied to him- 
ſelf. Luke 4. where quoting this very place, he 
faith, This Day is the Scripture fulfilled in your cars. 
ver. 17. to the end of ver. 21. And here we 
have all the Three Per ſors evidently fet forth ; 
the Perſon anointed was Chriſt, the Perſon anon 
ing, the Lord God, and the Perſon by whom God 
arointed Chriſt, even his Spirit, and *tis remark- 
able, that theſe plain declarations were re— 
veal'd before our Saviour had taken humanity 

: upon 
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you obſerve the 2d 
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from above. 
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Let us look into the New Teftament, and there / 


we ſhall ftill find plainer Revelations of the 
Three Perſons, when our Saviour was baptized by 
John in Fordan, there was a plain manifeſtation 
of the Trinity : Then as St. Luks tells us, chap. 
3. VET. 21, 22. The Heaven Was opened and 12 
Holy Ghoſt deſcended in a bodily ſhape like a Dove 
upon him, and a Voice came from Heaven, which 

aid, thou art my beloved Son, in thee I am well 
pleaſed. Here the Holy Gho# viſibly deſcended, 
Chriſt on whom he deſcended, was praying a- 
mong the People, and then, as theſe Two in 
their bodily ſhapes could not but be ſeen, ſo the 
Third Perſon (who was not ſeen) was diſtinctly 
heard from Heaven, ſaying, Thou art my beloved 
Son. After Our Saviour had been baptized him- 
ſelf, He gave commiſſion to his Diſciples to go 
and teach all Nations, baptizing them in the Name 
of the Father, and the Son, and the Holy Ghoſt. Mat. 
28. 19. Here all Three are named that they 
ſhould together be owned for the Object of Chri- 
ftian Faith and Worſhip, and accordingly the 
Church hath eſteem'd this Form 1n all ſucceeding 
Ages as an Eſſential of Baptiſm, performing 
this ſacred Rite in the Name of all Three, as our 
Saviour commanded, 

Our Saviour alſo told his Diſciples, That be 
would pray the Father and he ſhould ſend the Com- 
Forter. John 14. 16. which was the Holy Ghoft : 
whom the Father would ſend is his Name. ver. 16. 
In which Words we have firſt the Perſon praying, 
viz, The Son, then the Perſon prayed to, viz. 

The Father, and then laſtly the Perſon to be 


g1Ven 


be - 


upon him, or the Holy Gholt deſcended viſibly 2 
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given by the Father in the Sus Name, and at 
5 85 Son's requeſt, VIZ. the Holy Ghoﬀ. 5 
St. Papl at Miletus calleth the Elders together, 
and committeth the care of God's Flock to them 
1 Take heed unto Jour ſelves. and to all the Flock over 
which the Holy Ghoſt hath made you Querſeers, to 
feed the Church of God, which be bath purchaſed 
with his cwn Blood. Acts 20. 28. Here we have 
' Two Perſons diſtinctly expreſs'd, the Holy Ghoft 
- whoſe act of making Overſeers doth infer an 
* Agent, and that Agent a Perſon, and in that it 
is ſaid, God purchaſed the Church with his own. 
Blood, there is an expreſs Character of Chrif in bis 
: Paſſion. 
In the Epiſtle to the Romans we may hear St. 
ö Paul ſpeaking thus; If the Spirit of him that 
' raiſed up Feſus from the dead, dwell in jon; be 
| that raijed up Chriſt from the Dead ſhall al ſo quicken 
your mortal bodies by his Spirit that dwelleth in you. 
Rom. 8. 11. And here the Apoſtle thews Three 
different Perſons, viz. the Perſon of Chriſt who 
was raiſed from the dead, the Perſon of the Fa- 
(hor that raiſed him, and the Spirit of the Father 
jdvelling in them, who alſo ſhould quicken ' 
their mortal Bodies and who therefore could 
be no other than a Perſon too. ; 
In the 1ſt Epiſtle of St. John tis expreſly ſaid, 
in the 5th chap, ver. 7. There are Three that bear 
record in Heaven, the Father, the Word, and the 
+ Holy Ghoſt. 


Three Perſons are implied again in the Epheſi- 


avs chap. 2. ver. 18. Through him we have an 
acceſs by one Spirit unto the Father. "The Father to 
ben we have an acceſs is One Perſon, He thro' 
hom we have it Chrift is another, He by whom 
; OS we 
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we have it is a Third, and He is that One Spirit: 


And again in the 4th chap. ver. 4, 5, 6. There 
3s One Spirit, One Lord, One God, and Father of 
al I. F ; | 


Second Epiſtle to them. ch. 13. v. 14. is ; The 


Grace of the Lord Feſus Chriſt, and the Love of 1 
God, and the Communion of the Holy Ghoſt be wit) 


ou all. 


St. Peter Writing to the Strangers throughout 


Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Afia, and Bithynia 


calls them, Zle& according to the Foreknowledge . 


of God the Father, through San@ification of the 


Spirit: unto Obedience, and ſprinkling of the Blood 


of Feſus Chriſt. 1 Pet. 1. 2. 


I think theſe are undoubted Evidences, that. | 


there is a Trinity, or that the Number of the 


Perſons 1n the Godhead 1s revealed in Scripture to 
be Three. 


Beſides, in ſeveral plain places of Holy 


Scripture the ſame Perfections of the Godhead | 


are equally attributed to each of the Three 


Divine P:rfons, the ſame Divine Works, the ſame 


Honour and Worſhip, and the ſame Names, pecu- 
| Har to the Deity are equally aſcribed to all Three 
Perſons, and therefore as we believe, That there 
is One only true, Eternal and infinite God, ſo we 
muſt alſo believe, that this One God is Three in 


Perſons, viz. The Father, Son and Holy Ghoſt, 
who though they have all the ſame Eſſence and 


the ſame Eſſential Perfections, 255 they are 
really diſtinguiſhed among themſe 
5 Perſonal 


The Benedictions and Salutations that the 

Apoſtles uſually made uſe of in their Writings 
declare the Trinity alſo. St. Paul's Prayer for or - | 
Benediction to the Corinthians in the end of his 


Ives by their 
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erſonal Properties and Order of Working, but 
s the Proof of this Cy falls among the 
exts that are to be brought for the Confutation 
dF Hereſies, I ſhall not mention them under this 
Diviſion, but paſs on to my Third Article, viz; 


4 Confutation of Hereſies, 


An Expoſition of the Ca- 
tholick Faith, relating to 
the Trinity, with a Con- 
futation of Herefies. 


UR Bleſſed Saviour in a Diſcourſe with his 
| Diſciples told them, That there would come 
Foe unto the World becauſe of Offences, for it muſt 
vieds be that Offences come. Mat. 18. 7. that is, 
our Saviour knowing the Wickedneſs of Man, and 
the Subtilty and Malignity ofSatan, foreſaw that 
Mich Scandals would ariſe, as would obſtruct the 
receiving of, or cauſe weak Perſons to deſert the 
Faith, for it needs muſt be, through the unre- 
ſtrained Iniquity of Men, that Offences of this 
kind ſhould come, Errors ariſing out of the corrupt 


aftections and diſpoſitions of the Heart, as natural- 

ly as Difſeaies in the Body from intemperance. 
St. Paul alluding to this place of Scripture, * 
3 RTE Toh the 
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the Corinthians the conſequence of it; There muſt 
be, ſays he, Hereſies or Sects among you, the Fleſh, 
the World, and the Devil tempting to it, and 
the Wiſdom of God permitting it, that they who# 
are approved of him may be made Manifeſt among 
you, 1 Cor. 11. 19. So the honeſt, forthfuk and 
Orthodox who defend the Truth, will be taken 
notice of, and thoſe Truths firmer ſettled Ac- 
cordingly you find the Apoſtles oppoſing wel 
Hereſies as they ſprang up in their days. The 
occaſion of St. Johns Writing his Goſpel was 
againſt the two Hereticks, Ebion and Cerinthus, \ 
who denied the Divinity of our Saviour, and all f 
the Epiſtolary Writings of the other Apoſtles, & 
were occaſioned and intended only to confirm 
the Churches to whom they were Written, in the 
{ſame Rules of Goſpel Faith and Practice they 
had been before Inſtructed, and are accom- 
modated to the particular diſputes and contro- 
verſies, Errors and Falſe Notions that were then 
ſet on Foot among Chriſtian People. ö 

After the Death of the Apoſtles, many new 
Sets aroſe, and freih Errors were broached, as 
well as old ones revived, which compelled the 
Faithful and Orthodox, to oppugn and defeat 
them. Some of theſe occalioned St. Atbanalns 
and others, to contend for the true Faith, and to 
compile this Creed, in order to deſtroy the wrong 
Notions that aroſe about the Faith in God, the 
chief whereof ſeem to be Thete, Tat whereas 
it. was the common received Opini.n of the : 
Orthodox in the Church, that there was but One 
God, diſtuigurthed in Three Perſons, there were 
Thoſe that Confourded, Diſordered, and mingled - 
together the Perſons of the Deity, and pretended © 

| to 


4 
a 
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to divide the One undividable Subſtance, Eſſeuce 

Pr being of the Godhead; therefore the following 
d Article was inſerted, that we ſhould believe One 
50 Cod in the Trinity of Perſons, and the Trinity 
g of Perſons in One Godhead. | | 
dy Neither confounding the Perſons, uor dividing the 
n Pub ſtance. . 

The Hereticks that confounded the ny 6 
e vere the Sabellzans. They had their Name from 
e Habellius a Lybian, Biſhop of Ptolemais in Penta- 
8 polis a Region of Lybia. He began his Hereſy 
about the Year 260, had been a Scholar of 
oetus of Epheſus, from whom he received the 
chief ingredients of his corrupt Principles, 
{which at length he formed into the following 
impious aſſertions, That The Father, Son and 
Holy Ghoſt, are but One and the ſame Perſon diftin- 
gui ſßed by Three ſeveral Namdy, who was ſometimes 
(called the Father, ſometimes the Son, and ſometimes 
the Holy Ghoſt. That He in the Old Teſtament as 

God the Father did give the Law, He in the New 
' #Teftament as God the Son, was made Man and died; 
+ He in the time of Pentecoſt, as God the Holy Ghoſt 
came down upon the Apoſtles. 
The Hereticks that divided the Subſtance, were 

the Arians and the Macedonians. | 
Ihe Avrians had their Name from Arius a 
© Prieſt of Alexandria, who broached his Hereſy 
about the Year 315. He taught. 5 
; That God was before he was a Father, that he was 


— 4 


before the Son, not only in order of Nature, but of 
; Time. That the Son thorgh begotten by him, has 
2 2ot the ſame Eſſence, Power and Glory with him. 
That be is not at all partaker of his Nature, or 
* exiſting in bis Eſſence, but altogaher different in 
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Nature and Power, tho formed according to the per- u. 
fed likeneſs of bim. He further ſays, That what 
Suhſiſencè the Son had from Eternity, was by the Will 
and Counſel of God, that he is a God by Conftitutt 

on, and as the Father mparts ſome Divinity to him, 
and that he was made, created and eſtabliſhed tho in 
a more ſublime and myſterious way than any other 
part of the Creation. 1 
The Macedonians derived their Name from : 


Macedonius, who had been Deacon under Alex- e 
ander Biſhop of Byzantium, but was afterwards 
made Biſhop of that City by the Arians, in op- 
pchition to Paul, who ws choſen in the fame] 
Station by the Orthodox Party, upon the Death 
of Alexander. Macedonius broached his Hereſy \ 
about the Year 360. He aſſerted the Son to be in 
all Things of a like Eſſence with the Father, but as. 
to the Holy Ghoſt, be aafirmed that the ſame Honour 
belonged not to him, and that he was but a Servant \ 
cr Miniſter, though of a ſomewhat more exalted Or- 
der than the Angels: So that this Creed ſays, we 
muſt not confound the Perſons with the Sabelli- 
ans. For there is One Perſon of the Father, ano- 
ber of the Son, and another of the Holy Ghoſt. f 
Nor yet may we divide the Subſtance with the 
Arians and Macedonians. 

For the Godhead of the Father, of the Son, and} 
of the Holy Ghoſt is all One: The Glory of each | ! 
in his Godhead is Equal, the Majeſty Co eternal 4 
Eternal alike. 1 

For the Proof whereof it is evident from 
Scripture that as to the Godhead, ſuch as the 
Father is, ſuch is the Son as to his Godhead, and 
ich is the 25 Ghoſt as to his Godhead, the 
very 
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very Tame attributes are given to each alike, 
as for inſtance, 

The Father is ſaid to be Uncreate, that is to 
ſubſiſt of himſelf and by his own Power, be- 
fore the World or any thing elſe was made; 
And this cannot be better ſhewn, than by pro- 
ving that the Father Son, and Holy Ghoſt, are fo 
Far from being Created, that they Created every 
{thing elſe, and that the Creation is attributed to 
each Perſon. ae” 
3 


L To the Father, 

1 Thou art worthy, O Lord, to receive 
Glory and Honour and Power, for thou 
haſt created all things, and for thy plea- 
ſure they are and were created. Rev. 4. 11. 
and moſt aptly do the Words of the 
Pſalmift Anſwer, who ſpeaking of this 
natural World, faith of God, He com- 
manded and they were Created, Pſalm 


To the Son, 

” All things were made by him, and with- 
out him was not any thing made that was 

3 made. John 1. 3. 

p The Son is ſaid to be the Lord Jeho- 

4 vah, who himſelf laid the Foundation of 

2 the Earth, and the Heavens are the Work 

of bis Hands. Heb. 1. 10. 

By bim were all things created that are 
in Heaven, and that are in Earth, viſible 
and inviſible, whether they be Thrones or 
Domimons or Principalities or Powers, all 
things were created by him, and for him, 

5B 3 and 
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and he is before all things, and by him 
all things ſuhſiſt. Coloſſ. 1. 16, 17. 


Jo the Hoh Ghoſt, f 
| He is ſaid to move upon the Face of the 
Vaters, Gen. 1. 2. and in St. Luke he i 

called the Power of God, chap. 1. ver. \ 

35. and Holy Fob confeſſes, That th. 

Spirit of God had made him, and th: 

breath of the Almighty had given bin 

Life. Job 33. 4. and that alſo they 

Spirit hath garniſbed the Heavens. Job 

26. 13. T- 4 
And yet though the Creation is attributed to 
each of the Three Perſons, tis plainly re- 
vealed in Scripture, that they make but Oz: 
God, for the Prophet Malachi afligning a reaſon, * 
why Mankind ſhould be upon good Terms one 
with another, ſays, Hath not One God created us ? 

Mal. 2. 10. 

Ihe next attribute is Incomprehenſible, that is, 
ſuch things are attributed to the Father, Son and 
oh Ghoſt, which our Nature cannot comprehend, 
but mult reſolve the Power of doing them into | 
an Incomprehenſible Being. I ſhall mention but 
Tivo, Pe | 


41 ; . | 5 . . 0 ( 
1 Omni ſcience or knowing all things, 
1 5 8 . * 

= Omnipre ſence or being in all places. 


4! 45 Omni ſcience attributed to the Father. Nothing is 
hid from him, Jer. 32. 11. —— 
1 I) be Son IAnoweth all things. John 21. 
17. All things are open to his Hes. 


And 


Heb. 4. 3. 


1 


And the Holy or ſearcheth all things, 
yea, the deep things of God. 1 Cor. 2. 
10. | | 


LOmnpre ſence, | 

74] To the Father and Holy Ghoſt. 

W hither ſhall I go from thy Spirit, or 
whither ſhall I flee from thy preſence, O 
Lord? ſaith the P/jalmiſt, if I aſcend up 
into Heauen thou art there. If I take the 
Wings of the Morning and dwell in the 
uttermoſt Parts of the Sea, even there ſhall 
thy hand lead me, and thy right hand ſhall 
hold me. Pſalm 139. 8, 9, 10. 


3 No Man hath A ſcended up into Heaven, 
| but he that came down from Heaven, 
C even the Son of Man which is in Heaven. 


John 3. 13. 


Our Saviour was here on Earth, when he 
ſpake theſe Words, and yet at the fame time 
affirms himſelf to be in Heaven. But farther 
he has promiſed his Diſciples, that where Two or 
Three ſhall be gathered together in his Name, there be 
will be in the midſt of them. Mat. 18. 20. even 
to the end of the World. Mat. 28. 20. Which he 
cannot be but by his Spiritual Omnipreſence. 
As for the Incomprehenſibility of the Father and 
the Son, ſurely there is a very pathetick Text 
in the Proverbs, where Agur by way of Prophecy, 
: ſays, who hath Aſcended up into Heaven, or deſ- 
cends? Who bath gathered the Wind in his Fiſts * 
I ho bath bound the Waters in a Garment ? Who 
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Eſtabliſhed all the Ends of the Earth ? What is big 


Name, and what is his Sons Name if thou can 
tell © | 

So that I think ſuch things are plainly revea 
led in Scripture of the Godhead, which relate 
alſo to the Father, Sou, and Holy Ghoſt, that 
though tis evident they are ſo, yet are they 
alſo Incomprehenſible. + 

For further Illuſtration, The Father is Ter- 
med in Scripture Almighty. I am the Almighty: 
God. Gen. 16. I. . F 

Je Son allo is ſaid to be Alpha and Omega, 
the beginning and the ending, which is, and which 
was, and which is to come, the Almighty. Rev. 1. 
8. 4 

The Holy Ghoſt is alſo Almighty, who does not 
only what God alone can do, but he is expreſly 
ſtiled, the Power of the Higbeſt. Luke 1. 37. 

Yet theſe Three muſt not be ſaid to be Tre: 
Almighty Gods, but One Almighty God. 

Farther, the Firſt Perſon is ſtiled God in 
Scripture, Iwill be to you a God. Exod. 6. 7. 

The Second Perſon alſo, The Word was God. 
John 1. T. Ons ö 

The Third Perſon alſo, Why bath Satan filled 
thine Heart to lie unto the Holy Ghoſt £ Thou haſt not 
lied unto Man, but unto God. Acts 5. 3. 4. 

Yet theſe Three muſt not be ſaid to be Three 
Gods, but One God. 
So likewiſe the Father is termed Lord. 

And God ſpeak all theſe Words ſayirg, 
I am the Lord thy God, Exod. 21. 1. 
The Son Lord, | 
Believe on the Lord Feſus Chrift, and 
thou ſhalt be ſaved, Acts 13. 31. 


The 


The Holy Ghoft Lord, 
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When the Prophets of Old were full of the 
Spirit and began to utter Things, their Lan- 
guage chiefly was, Thus ſaith the Lord, by 
which word Lord 1s generally meant the 
Holy Ghoſt, for Prophecy came 1ot of Old by 
the Will of Man, but Holy Men ſpake as they 
were moved by the Holy Ghoſt. 2 Pet. 1. 21. 
And in the ſixth of Iſaiah, the Prophet 
ſpeaking thus. I heard the Voice of the Lord, 
ſaying, whom ſhall I ſend * and who will go 
for us? Then ſaid I, here am J, ſend me, 
And he ſaid, go and tell this People. And St. 
Paul quoting this very place tells us, that 
the Lord who ſent the Prophet was the Holy 
Ghoﬀ. Acts 28. 25. 


And yet tho' their Perſons are ſaid to be Lords, 


yet there are not Three Lords in the Godhead, but 


One Lord. 


For like as we are compelled by the Chriſtian Ve- 
rity : to acknowledge every Perſon by himſelf to 
be God and Lord; 

So are we forbidden by the Catholic Religion: 
to ſay, there be Three Gods, or Three Lords. 


For as we find it true in Scripture that every 
Perſon ſingularly has the Title of God and Lord 
attributed to him, yet 'tis univerſally own d 
and believ'd by the Catholick Church, that theſe 
Titles of God and Lord, given to each Perſon re- 


ſolve themſelves into the Godhead, and we are 


forbidden to ſay, there be Tree diſtinct Gods, 
or Three d iſtinct Lords, but that All Three make 
One Lord God. 

To 
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To make this ſomewhat plainer, this Creed 
goes on to mention the Properties which are de- 
clar'd in Scripture concerning each diſtinct Per- 
ſon, viz. _ | ; 
Wherever yon find God mention'd as a Father, 
Nou never find that it is pretended of any that 
He is a made Being, He is made of none, neither 
are the Terms Created or Begotten attributed to 
Him, but when he is menti-n'd as one of the 
Perſons, he is ſaid to be the Father. The Father 
of our Lord Fejus Chriſt. Rom. 15. 6, The Son to 
reach our Capacities is ſaid to be of the Father 
alone, but how ? Not made nor created, but begot- _ 
ten. Thou art my Son, ſays God, this day have 1 
begotten thee. Plal. 2. 7. The only begotten of the 
Father. 1 John 14. 18. | | 
The Holy Ghof is ſaid to be of the Father, and 
of the Son, but how ? Neither made, nor created, 
nor begotten, but proceeding. = 
But when the Comforter is come, ſaith our Sa- 
viour, whom I will ſend unto you from the 
Father, even the Spirit of Truth, which pro- 
ceedeth from the Father, he ſhall teſtify of 
me. John 15. 26. 
Becauſe ye are Sons, God hath ſent forth the 
Spirit of his Son into your Hearts. Gal. 4. 6. 
So *tis evident that every Perſon has his pe- 
cnliar Title. There is One Perſon particularly 
{tiled the Father, and in that Senſe no other in 
Scripture 1s call'd Father, not Three Fathers : One 
of the Three Perſons is ſtil'd the Son, wot all 
"Three Sons One of the Three Perſons is ſtil'd the 
Holy Ghoſt, not all Three Holy Ghoſts. 
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And zin this Trinity of Perſons none is to be 
= reckon'd before or after other : none is to be 
— eſteem'd greater or leſs than another, | 


„ TheScriptures make no difference, ſometimes 
it | mentioning one firſt, and ſometimes another. 
r Sometimes the Son is put before the Father, 
O and the Holy Ghoſt, as, The Grace of our Lord 
Feſus Chriſt, and the Love of God, and the Com- 
YT  munion of the Holy Ghoſt be with you all, 2 Cor. 
13. 14. 
Scmetimes the Son is put before the Father 
only. Paul an Apoſtle by Feſus Chriſt, and Gd 
F the Father. Gal. 1. 1. 
Sometimes the Son and Holy Ghoſt, are put be- 
fore the Father, as, Through Chriſt we have acceſs 
; y One Spirit unto the Father. Epheſ. 2. 18. 
>» Sometimes the Holy Ghoſt, is put before the 
Son and the Father. Now there are diverſity of 
9 Gifts, but the ſame Spirit. 
And there are + bf of Adminiftra- 
tions, but the ſame Lord. 
And there are diverſities of Operations, 
but it is the ſame God which worketh all in 
all... -FCOr;-12: 4-9, 6. 


So that methinks as the Holy Scripture menti- 
ons them promiſcuouſly we ſhould be fo ſatis- 
fied as to allow the whole Three Perſons to be co- 
eternal together, and co-equal. | 

$9 that in all things as 1s aforeſaid, the Unity in 
- Trinity, and Trinity in Unity is to be Worſhipped. 

Ss that having heard the Notions and Tenets 

of the Hereticks, and what is ſaid in Scripture 

againſt them, upon view of all theſe things, I 
| can 


C26) 
can find no ſubſtantial reaſon, why any Chriſtian 
may not joyn in declaring bis Belief according to 
the Catholick Faith, viz. That the Unity, in Trini- 
ty; and Trinity in Unity, is to be Worſhipped. He 
therefore that will be Saved, according to Scripture, « 
muſt thus think of the Trinity. 


Of the Incarnation of oe 


[ 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt. ; 
. 

T5 I'S Branch of S=: Creed cynſiſts of Three | 
| Parts, ; 
A Preface. | 
The Catholick F aich relating to the Incarna- | 
nation, 5 
5 


And a Comment upon Part of the Catholick 
Faith, viz. on thoſe Words whereby Chriſt N 
18 ſaid to be, God and Man. ; 


7 he Preface. | 


bh thermore, t 25 neceſſary to everlaſting Salvati- 
„ that be alſo believe rightly the incarnation 


of our Ind Jeſus Chriſt. 


The 
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he Compilers of this Creed having finiſhed 
their Expoſitions on the l proceed againſt 
thoſeè Heretic s who denied the Incarnation of our 
Lord Feſus Chriſt, or his taking an human Body 
and becoming Man , therefor e to put all Chriſti- 


9s 


ans in a true Method of Salvation, they ſay, 
5 The Catholick Faith, 


I. The Right Faith is, that we believe and con- 
feſs, that our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, the Son of 
' God, is God and Man. 

2. Who ſuffered for our Salvation, deſcended in- 
4 to * roſe again the Third day from the 

4 Dead. 

3. He aſcended into Heaven, he ſitteth at the 
right hand of the Fatber, God Almighty ; 
from whence he ſhall come to judge the quick 
and the Dead. | | 

4. At whoſe coming all Men ſhall riſe again with 
their Bodies, and ſhall give Account for their 
own Works. bs 

5. And they that have done good, ſhall go into 
life everlaſting, and they that have done evil 

@ into everlaſting Fire. TT 

3 Thais is the Catholick Faith, which except a Man 

2 believe faithfully, he cannot be ſaved, 


Ok all theſe in their Order. 


1 | 
Firſt, We are to believe and confeſs, that 
our Lord Feſus Chriſt, the Son of God, i- 
God and Man. | | 8 
That is, we are to believe that the Perſon 
3 who is in Scripture ſtiled, the Lord Jeſus Chr? j 
1 | (% 
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e believe that through the Grace of dur Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, we fhall be ſaved even as 

| they, Acts Ty. 11: | 8 

Tefifying both ꝛ0 the Jews and alſo to the © 
Greeks, repentance towards God, and Faith © 
towards our Lord Teſus Chriſt, As 20. Y 


Being juitified by Faith we have Peace with © 
ge our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, Rom. 
5. 1.) | 4 


As alſo the Son of God, 2 
(The beginning of the Goſpel of Feſus 
Chriſt, the Son of God. Mark 1. 1. 4 

And the Devils came out of many crying out 
and ſaying, Thou art Chriſt the Son of God. 


John 20. 31. 


We are to believe this ſame Perſon to be both + 
God and Man. Though I have placed the Verſes * 
relating to the Catholick Faith of the Incarnati- 
on of our Lord Feſus Chriſt altogether, yet I * 
Mall now take in the Comment as it lies in the 

Creed mixed with the Catholick Faith, becauſe : 
the ſame Texts that confute the erroneous opi- 
nions of the Hereticks are the ſame that prove 
Chriſt to be God and Man. 


The Comment upon the Words God and Ma} 2 


is contained in the Seven following Verſes. 


1. God of the Sub ſtance of the Father, begotten q 
before the Worlds, and Man of the ſubſtance * 
of his Mother, born in the World, =_ 


2. Pere 
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2. Perfet God and perfect Man, of a reaſonable 
Soul and has Fleſh Jah ine. 

3. Equal to the Father, as touching his Godbead, 
and inferiour to the Father as touching bis 
Manhood. 

4. Who although he be God and Man, yet be is 
not Two, but One Chriſt. 

5. One, not by converſion of the Godhead into 
Fleſ, but ty taking of the Manhood into 

od. 

6. One altogether, not by confuſon of Sub ance, 
but by Unity of Reg e of 0 

7. For as the „ Soul and Fleſh ts One 
Man, fo God and Manis One Chriſt. 


Chriſt, God and May. 


God of the ſubſtance of the Father begotten be- 

4 fore the Worlds. 

© The Hereticks againſt whom this is inſerted 

4 were chiefly; the Arzans, ORAL, an 

3 Photimans.- 

> The Tenets of the Arians, you have before 
among the Antitrinitarians. 

? The Samo ſatenians had their Name from Paul 

of Samo ſata who about the Year 264, aſſerted, 
That there was but One Perſon in the Godhead, that 
our Saviour was no more than a mere Man, that the 
Divine Word being the ſame with the Father did 

, Sometimes reſide in him, and , ometimes depart from 

him. There was a Council held at Antioch, on 

gon purpole to prevent the infection of theſe 

peſtilent Doctrines. 

The Photinians had their Name from Phot i uus 

5 \Biihop of Sirmium, who eldeavour'd to rev? ive 

4 - the 
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the Hereſy of Paul of Samoſata, affirming Chrift 


to be only mere Man. His Tenets were condemn 
at Milan. A. D. 346. 


The Scripture, I think is full againſt them; 
for tis written. 
In the beginning was the Word, and the V. ord 
was with God, and the Word was God. 
The ſame was in the beginning with God. 
John 1. 1, 2. 
We know that the Son of God is come, and has 
given us an underſtanding that we may know him 
| that is true, and we are in him that is true, even 
an his Son Feſms Chriſt : This is the true God and 
Eternal Life. 1 Jo n 5. 20. 


And our Saviour pr Fr ng to God the Father, 


ſays expreſly of himſelf, O Father glorify me with 
thine own ſelf with that Glory which I had with 
thee before the World was. John 17. 5. 

Tis alſo Written, That in Chriſt dwelleth all 
the fulneſs of the Godhead bodily. Col. 2. 9. 


That God was manifeſt in the Fleſh, 1 Tim. 3. 


I6. 


It is ſaid, to be meet to pray and give thanks 


for all Men, for this is good and acceptable in the 
figbt of God our Saviour, 1 Tim. 2. 3. 


Man of the Subſtance of bis Mother, born i in 
the World. 


The Hereticks againſt whom this was inſerted, 
were chiefly, Valentinius, Marcion, Fovinian and 
Apoli naris, or as ſome call him Apollinarins. 

Valentinius broached his Hereſy about the 
Year, 150 athrmed, that Chriſt brought his F 4% 
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„ 2 
with bim from Heaven, and took no Fleſh of the. 
Bleſſed Virgin. 5 ny 
Marcion appeared about the Year 155, at 
Fynope in Pontus, and joyned with one Cerdo à 
Hrian and denied the incarnation of our Saviour. 
Jovinian aſſerted that Chriſt did not take true 
Fleſh upon him. His Opinion was Condemn'd at 
E Synod at Milan, A. D. 390. 1 
Apllojaris and his Followers Anno 377. or 
Whereabouts. Taught, That Chriſt in bis Incarnation 
Nid aſſume a Body without a Soul, or if he had a Soul, 
Get it was 10 reaſonable Soul, but that God the 
Word was inſtead of it. TT „3 OE ah” 
Ihe Scripture, I think, is plain againſt theſe 
Jalſo, for 'tis Written, that the Virgin Mary con- 
ei ved of the Holy Ghoſt. Mat. 1. 20. and what- 
ver any Mother doth confer to the entire pro- 
duction of a Child is attributed to the Bleſſed 
Virgin, for ſhe did nouriſh and encreaſe the Bo- 
dy of our Saviour, *till at the fulneſs of time as 
other Children are born of their Mothers, he was 
botn of her Body. = 
"The Angel of the Lord told the Shepherds, unto | 
Jou is born this day in the City of David, a 
Saviour which is Chriſt the Lord. Luke 
8 
When the fulneſs of time was come, God ſent 
forth his Son, made of a I oman. Gal. 
„ 5 
2 expreſly ſaid, God prepared him a Body. 
eb. 10. 5. 
Then as to his having a Soul, theugh the whole 
Manhood of Chriſt, ſubſiſted in the Perſon 
of God the Son, yet his Divinity, did not 
3 C ip 
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(32) 
ſupply the Office of the Soul,” but he was 
endued with a rational Soul, for ſuch Actions and 
'Paiſions are attributed unto Chriſt, as can neither 
agree unto his Body, nor to his Divinity, but 
only to his human Soul ; Thus Chrift Is ſaid to dewl 
increaſed in Wiſdom. Luke 2. 52. But Viſdon 
belongeth not to the Body, nor can the know. 
ledge of the Deity increaſe, therefore he muſt? 
needs be endued with a reaſonable Soul; Beſde: 
Chriſt is ſaid in all things to be made like wito us 
Heb. 2. 17. But without a Soul, he could not be 
in all things made like unto us; You may find! 
his own declaration of having a Soul, for he 
ſaid, His Soul was exceeding Sorromful. Mat. 26. 
38. So that with reaſon enough might the 
Authors of this Creed ſay, that he is ges, God, 
againſt the Arians, Samoſatenians and Photinians, | 
and perfect Man, of a reaſonable Soul, and human 
Fleſh ſubſiſting, againſt V alentinius, Marcion, Jovi- 
man, Apollinarius's and others. : 

Yet that the Two Natures may not be miſta- 
ken, by being made One, tis added, that when 
we talk of Chriſt as God we muſt ſay he is, ) 

Equal to the Father as touching bis Godhead. 

N When we talk of him as Man, we muſt ſay 
e 18, | 8 3 
N Inferiour to the Father as touching bis Man- 7 
ood. | | kh, 
The Scripture doth in ſeveral places thus di- 
ſtinguiſn them. e 1 
Thus Chriſt is called by St. Mark the Son 7 
God, ch. 1. v. . as to his Divine Nature, and 
the Man Chri7 Je ſus, 1 Tim. 2. 5. as to his hu- 
man Nature. IVIs, he ſays, His Father 1s grea- b 
ter than him, John 14. 28, Namely, as he is 
5 | | 77 Man, b 
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Y 214, though Ow with bim. John 1 10. 36. is he 
was God, Thus, St. Peter tells Chriff, that be 
s all things, John 21. 17. , Namely, 3 
Biernal, Whoſe Fx KN ＋ ON 
Science is; and yet Chrift himfelf owns that 
F 125 the 435 Mark 13. 32. which he men. 

tions there, namely as Man. 

8 As God, being i in the form of God, he thought it 
not robbery to be equal with God. Phil. „ 

* 4s Man, he prayed to his Father to remove 
| rk from bin, nevertheleſs with this reſtricti- 

gen, Not my Pill but thine be done. Luke 22. 42. 

| Thus although be be God and Man, yet He is 
js * 2s Perſons but One Perſon only even the 

ri 

J Om Perſon called Chrift , not by converſion of 

abe Godhead into Fleſh, but Ly taking the Manhood 

into God. 

He -_ upon bin the Form of a Servant, 

gp bimſelf took our infirmities, 

. Foraſmuch as the fr are , 

ate, Fleſh and Blood, he alſo bimſelf | 

took part of the ſame, Heb. 2. 14. | 

| 557 altogether both God and Man making | 


| Nit by confuſion or deſtroying either Subſtance 
human or Divine, but by * Unity of the Two 


i ubſtances in One Perſon 
} The Second Man is the Lord from Heaven. 


1 Cor. 15. 47. 


3 Howſvever unlikely this may pon firſt fi gt 

Jeem to be, yet upon due conſideration and 
: J Fomparin — together, we may form ſome 
Notion of this matter, for though compariſhns 
4 C 0 may 
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-plainer Apprehenſion. This Creed therefore 


the Catholick Faith concerning the mcarnation of 


(34) 


may not be ſaid to be real Proofs, yet they of. 
ten illuſtrate things ſo far, as to make way for 


| a very familiar compariſon, viz. Every 
believes that he is made of Two Parts, 

a Soul and a Body, that though they are Two? 
diſtin Subſtances, yet when they are Uni- 
ted, they make but One Perſon which we call 
Man. Þ 
Now after ſome ſach like ſort of a manner as % 
this, may we ſuppoſe the Two Subſtances of God 
and. Man to be United in One Perſon, and called 
Chr: 3 
= as the reaſonable Soul and Fleſh i 7s One Man, 
Jo God and Man is One Chriſt. If 
Here Ends the Comment upon the Words} 
God and Man. 
I proceed now to prove the remaining part of 


our Lord Feſus Chrif. 
Who Suffered for our Salvation. 


That the promiſed Meſfas was to Suffer, was 
revealed by the Spirit of God unto the Prophets, 
and by them delivered unto the Church. His 
Sufferings were involved in Types and aQed}| 
in Sacrifices. Moſes in the Ceremonies he In- 
ſtituted, foretold them, for when he cauſed the# 
Paſſover to be Slain, had reſpe& to that Lamb 
that was Slain from the Foundation of the 
World. When he ſet up the brazen Serpent: in 
the Wilderneſs, he foretold the Son of Mas 
ſhould be lified up on the Croſs When he com- 
mandcd all the Sacrifices for Sin, hs ſhewed 

plainly, 3 


7 CF) 

plainly, that without effuſion of Blood there 
was no remiſſion, and therefore the Son of God, 
muſt Die for the Sins of Men. 9 
St. Paul's Apology was clear, That he ſaid 
none other things but thoſe which the Prophets and 

1 Moſes did ſay ſhould come, that Chriſt ſhould ſuffer. 


Acts 26. 22, 23. | | 
The Prophet Iſaiah, ſtiled him a Man of Sor- 
rows, and acquainted with Grief, Oppreſsd, Afidt- 
fed, Wounded, Bruiſed, brought to Slaughter and 
caſt out of the land of the Living. His Fifty 
© Third Sf oo 15 one pathetical repreſentation 
of the Sufterings of our Saviour; and true it is, 
that never was there any Suffering Type which 
he out went not, never Prediction of any Paſli- 
on which he fulfilled not, never any Expreſſion 
fy of Grief or Sorrow which he felt not. Thoſe 
things which God before ſhew'd by the Month of all 
bis Prophets, that Chriſt ſhould Suffer he hath fo 
2 fulfilled. Acts 3. 18. | 

He Suffered in his Name and Reputation. 

Being impeached of the higheſt Crimes not 
only as a Tranſgreſſor of the Divine Law, in 
$ breaking the Sabbath, Luke 6. 2. but as an Im- 
poſtor, deluding and ſeducirg the People. John 7. 
12. perverting the Nation. Luke 23. 2. and in 
general as a Malefactor, or one Guilty of the mot 
votorious Crimes. John 18. 30. particularly an 
Enemy to Cæſar. John 19. 12. 5 
He Suffered in his Boch. 

KAlfflicting was that Senſe, and grievous the 
.F Pains, when the Plowers ploughed upon his back, 
7 and made long their Furrows in Scourgirs bim. 
Mark 15. 15. The Crown of Thorns did not 
only expreſs the Scorn of the Impoſors, but did 
' C3 alto 
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aiſo pierce his tender Fleſb, and caufed multi- 
plicity of pain by their Sharpneſs. The Nails 
which pierced his Hands and Feet created moſt 
Harp and violent Eorments. 3 — - 
Thus did the Body of Chrift truly Suffer the 
bitterneſs of Corporal Pains inflicted by the 
— 1 external impreſſions; But this not e- 
nougn. : ; 
_ He Suffered alſo in his S%jt. 
Which tho? we can never fully and exactly 
Meaſure, yet we may infallibly know thus? 
much, both from the expreſſions of the Spirit of 
God, and from the occaſion of his Sufferings, 
that the Griefs and Sorrows which he felt, and 1 
the anguiſh which he underwent, were far be- 
yond all Sorrows of which any Perſon here was | 
ever ſenſible cr capable. The Evangeliſts have 
in ſuch language expreſſed his Agony, as caunot 
but raiſe in us the higheſt admiration at the 
bitterneſs of that Paiſion. His Cries and Tears 
were nat ſufficient evidences of his inward Suf- 
ferings; the Sorrows of his Breaſt could not be 
poured forth at his Lips and Eyes; the innume- 
rable Pores of all his Body muſt give a Paſſage 
to more lively Repreſentations of the bitter 
anguiſh of his Soul; and therefore when he 
prayed more earneſtly in that Agony, bis ſweat * 
was, as it were, great drops of Blood falling down | 
to the Ground. Luke 22. 44. His Soul was ex- 
ceedirg ſorrowful cuen unto Death. Mat. 26. 38. | 
Thus Chrijt Suftered in bis Name and reputation, | 
as being Number'd among the Tran ſgreſſors; in 
bis Body, by external injuries and acute Pains , * 


in his Soul by Fears and Sorrows, by unknown | 


Deſcended | 


and jnexpreiible anguiſnes. 


„ 
1 ſu 6 
16 | De ſcended into Hell. 
he litetal fignificiton of the word Hell from 
es 


ie Rades, imports an inviſble bidden Place removed 
e from the fight of Men; and although it is gene- 
- lily now a days taken in an evil Senſe for the 
Abode of the wicked only, yet amongſt all the 
Ancients, whither Heathens, Fews, or Chriſtians, 
y he uſual acceptation of the word Hell was, that 
s t was the common lodge or habitation of ſepa- 
F Fated Souls, both good and bad, wherein each 
„ them in expectation of the future Judgment, 
{ emain'd either in joy or miſery ; And this In- 
» Ferpretation is agreeable to thoſe hints the 
hay gives us of this inviſible place, | 
That there is a ſeparate Place for the Bad Souls, 
t. Luke intimates, Luke 16. 23. And the wick- 
d Spirits themſelves confeſs, for they com- 
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plained to our Saviour, when he turned them 


*** 


put of the Men in the Country of the Gerge ſenes, 
nd ask d him, F they were come to torment them 
efore the Time. Mat. 8. 9. They own'd they 
ere to be puniſh'd, but not fully as yet. 
St. Peter affirms, that God caſt the Devil and 
Pis Angels down into Hell, and deliver d them into 
 Tbains of Darkneſs to be reſerved unto Fudgment. 
 Y "# Co i 8 
80 Hell in this place cannot be the Lake of 
Fire and Brimſtone, wherein the Old Serpent the 
Devil ſhall be caſt at the Day of Fudgment, but 
WFuſt be the ſeparate place, wherein they are 
Feſerv'd againit the great Day, wherein Dark- 
pes (in oppoſition to the bright Lig of the 
Heavenly Kegions from whence they fell) keeps 
1 5 C4 them 


( 
them together, as we ſuppoſe a Chain might u 
Mortals here on Earth. cn 

Then for the Good Ones, St. Fobn not onlj; 
brings in the Souls under the Altar, of then 
that were ſlain for the word of God, and 
Teſtimony that they held; crying out, H 
Tong, O Lord, holy and true "dot thou not 740 - 
and avenge our Blood on them that dwell on th 
Earth ? but aſſures us upon that Expoſtulationf 
of. theirs, White Robes were given them, and thy 
bidden to reff yet for a little ſeaſon, until their fel] 
low Servants alſo and their Brethren that ſhould I 
killed as they were, ſhould be fulfilled. Rev. 6. 9 
10, 11. e Bodies of theſe Martyrs were de 
ſtroy d by divers ſorts of Torments, torn ii 
pieces by wild Beaſts, and long ago turn'd t. 
Earth, yet their Souls were in a ſeparate place, 
as it were at the foot of the Altar, like Sacri 
fices ſlain and preſented to God, waiting for 
their Bodies and a full Completion of thei 
intended Happineſs. Thus we meet with plain 
hints of a ſeparate Manſion after this Life, for 
the Souls both of the Juſt and Vnjuſt before | 
the day of Judgment. 

Now our Bleſſed Saviour Fe ſus Chri as con- | 
ceiv'd in the Womb, and born of a Woman, half 
a Body and Soul, which united together made 
him a compleat Man. 7 

Whilſt he was thus Man, he was ſubject to | 
the Infirmities of humane Nature, was liable 
to hunger and thirſt, to ſorrow and pain, and? 
underwent all the common Incidents of humane 
Life, as his fellow Creatures did, and at laſt 
ſubmitted himſelf unto Death, even the Death 
of the Croſs, upon which his Soul was ſeparated! 


from 
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„„ 
from his Body, and as this Article imports, 
De ſcended into Hell, or went out of his Body in- 
to a place appointed for the reception of de- 
— Souls. | Fg | 


4 x foretold by the Prophet David, that 
© God would not leave Chris Soul in Hell; that 
js, in the State of the Dead, nor ſuffer his Holy One 
# taſee Corruption; that is, not have his Body pu- 
trify like Rage Corpſes in the Grave, Pſalm 
16. 11. His Soul went into the inviſible World 
of ſeparated Spirits, of which Paradiſe or the 
lace for happy Souls was a part, confirm'd to 
ſo, by the promiſe of Chr: to the Penitent 
Thief, that he ſhould be with him that very Day 
in Paradiſe. Luke 23. 43. And we know that 
Chriſt aſcended not into Heaven till forty Days 
after; ſo that this Paradiſe, where the Thief 
was . with our Saviour muſt certainly 
' de the habitation or manſion of good Souls after 
their being ſever'd and diſunited from their 
Bodies. Re I . 
Ihbere alſo might our Saviour triumpb over the 
Devil; for the Parable of the Rich Man and La- 
zarus intimates, that there was a communication 
of ſight, nay, of talking; for tho' there was a 
Gulph (whatever that means) between them, 
yet they ſaw one another, and could talk, tho 
in two different Places, ſo that we may ſuppoſe 
Chriſt ſhew'd the Devil, that notwithſtanding 
all his endeavours in tempting him when on 
Earth, and cauſing. his death, yet nw his Po- 
wer was at an end; Cl7& havirg ſpoiled his Pin- 
cipalities aud Powers, ſo made a ſbew of them openly 
traumphing over bim. Col. 2, 15, : 
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Therefore when this Orod ſays, chat Chrifl 
_— into Hell; the meaning thereof is no 


er than this, viz. That his Soul bring ſepatatiil 


from bis Body, went by a real Tranſition 1nto the 
unſcen Region of Spirits, where according to 


4 


1 
x; 
22 
A * 
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the Laws of Death it remain d amongft other re- 


hgious and pious departed Souls, comforting 


them and W over the Devil and the | 
I 


wicked Souls ti 
which was the third Day after, 


Roſe again the third Day from the Dead. © 


Our Lord and Saviour Feſus Chrift having 
had the two eſſential Parts of his Manhood ſe“ 


4: 


parated by Death, and confin'd for fome time 


to their reſpective Manſions and Habitations 
now rifes with Light and Splendour. The Fart. 
could not detain his Body, nor Hell his Sou, but 


the Reſurrection of his Body, | 


each deliver d up their prey. His Body was de- 


liver'd from the Grave, his Soul from Hell, and 
being reunited, conſtituted the ſame compleat 
Man and Perſon that he was before. 

The Reſurrection of Chrif is fo neceſſary a 
part cf the Chriſtian Faith, that it was the pe- 
culiar end and deſign of the Apoſtolical Office 
to be Witneſs of the Re ſurrection. Acts 1. 22. 
And St. Paul makes Salvation and the whole 
Chriſtian Religion to depend on it alone; The 
Righteouſneſs of Faith ſayeth he, the purport of 
the Chriſtian Inſtitution is, That if thou ſhalt con- 
Feſs with thy Mouth the Lord Feſus, and ſhalt he- 
lieve in thy Heart that God raiſed bim the Dead, 
thou ſhalt be ſaved. Rom. Io. 6, 9. That God 
rais'd him from the Dead 1s evident ; es oo 

| ew 
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ert himself alive after his Paſſion 


Nerd hic fide. John 20. 20. He bad Thomas thr? 
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by. 
infallible Propfs. Ats 1, 8. He flowed ths bande 


"bis hand into bis fide. v. 27. He took a piece 
| otled Fiſh and + cat before them, Lake 6s 4 
All which is implied by this Phraſe, He roſe 


* 


The Teſtimony of Angels confirm it, they : 


id, be was alive, Luke 24. 23. he is ri ſen. Mat. 


Sepulchre, ſhewed unte the chief Priefts all things 
That were done. Mat. 28. 6. He was ſeen of Cephas, 
hen of the Twelve, then of above five hundred Bre- 
thren at once. 1 Cor. 15. 5, 6," 

And if we recieve the Witneſs of Men, the 
W itneſs of God is greater, who did ſufficiently 
atteſt this Reſurrection by ſending the Holy Gho 
tbe Spirit of Truth, which proceedeth from the Fa- 
ther to 055 of it. Pong 15. 16. by the mira- 


roſe ſrom the Dead, viz. the third Day. - - 
The Prophet Fones, who was in the belly of 


the great Fiſh three Days, and three Nights. Jonas 


1. 179. And then by the ſpecial command of 
God, rendred ſafe upon the dry Land, was an 
expreſs Type of the Meſiab then to come, for as 
Fonas was three Days and three Nights in the Whales 
Belly, ſo all the Son of Man be three Days and 
three Nights in the Heart of the Earth. Mat. 12. 40. 
Our Saviour ſaid of himſelf, After three Day: 
vill I riſe again. Mat. 27. 63. And again de- 
Aroy this Temple, meaning his Body, and in three 
Days I will raiſe it up, John 2. 19. The Ex- 
1 preilion 
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28. 6. The very watch appointed to guard the 


culous on of Gifts and Graces upon the 
} Oy Anon, x d 
very time alſo is mention'd when he 
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(29 
preſſon which is moſt uſed in our Saviour's 
Prediction before his Death, and in the Apo- 
ſtles Language after the Reſurrection is, that he 
roſe from the Dead the third Day. Mat. 16. 21. 
17. 23. 20. 19. Now Chriſt was crucified the 
Day be fore t he Tewiih Sabbath (that 1s on Friday) 
and about the ninth Hour (that 1s about three uy 
the Afternoon) he yielded up the Ghoſt. Mat. '27, 
46, 50. And very early in the Morning the firif 
Day of the Week (that is on Sunday) be was ri ſen, 


be was not in the Sepulchre. Mark 16. 2, 6. 86 


be roſe the third Day according to the Scriptures, 
e Aſeended into Heaven. 
Our Lord and Saviour Feſus Chriff having 


conſummated what was requiſite to be done by | 


him here on Earth, for the Confirmation of our 
Faith and the Conſtitution of his Church; hav- 
ing imparted to his Niſciples his effectual Bene- 


diction, and a Promiſe of continual aſliſtance in 


the Proſecution of thoſe great «nd holy Ds, 
eft | 


which he eommitted to their management, 


this World,” and mounting through the Air al- 


cended into the Heaven of Heavens, to the Throne 
of God, and the Habitation of the moſt High , For 
having led out his Diſciples as far as Bethany, 


whilſt he bleſſed them, he was parted from them, and 


carried into Heaven. Luke 24. 50, 51. W hilft 


they beheld he was taken up, and a Cloud received | 
him ont of their ſight, and they looked ftedfaſtly to- 


ward Heaven as he went up. Acts 1. 9, 10. And 


two Angels aſſured them that he was taken up into . 


Heaven. ver. 11. So that now we have An High | 
Prieft that is paſſed into the Heavens, Je ſus the Son | 
x | | 
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(43) 
of Cod. Heb. 4. 14. bo it aſcended up Far as. 
bove all Heavens. Epheſ. 4. 10. and is placed at 
God's Right Hand, © n 


H. fitteth on the Right Hand of the Father, 
EEE _ ©, Ged Almighty. L428 


9 vH 5 wo 


We are not to imagine, that God hath really 
' any ſuch parts as Hands; for being a Spirit he 
is Incorporeal, without any bodily Organs, or 
Members; but the Right Hand of God is an ex- 
preſhon adapted to our Apprehenſions, ſpeak- 

ing after the manner of Men. Tis a borrow'd 
Speech fromEarthly Kings and Potentates; amongſt 
whom the manner and cuſtom was to place 
ſuch Perſons on their Right Hand, whom they 
1 8 to advance to any ſpecial Honour or 


ignity, therefore the ſame Phraſe or Speech 
applied to Chriſ ſignifieth Power and Honor. 


Power. xn ; 
All Power was given Chriſt in Heaven and 
Earth. Mat. 28. 18. For the Son of Man 
fate on the Right Hand of the Power of God. 
Luke 21. 69. Far above all Principalities, and 
Power, and Might, and Dominion. Epheſ. I. 21. 


Hondur. | 
When he had by himſelf purged our Sins, 
de ſate down at the Right Hand of the Majeſty 
on High. Heb. 1. 3. And again, Je have 
an High Prieſi who is ſet on the Right Hand o 
the Throne of the Majeſly in the Heavens. 
Heb. 8. 1. | 
The word Sitting implieth Reſt and Authority. 


Reſt, 
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Nat bormile nowafter all the Labours' ani Bok 

rows of this World, after the Stripes ani 

Buffetin after a Painful: and Shzmef 

Death, he reſteth above in an unſpeaka 

ble 4 and Everlafting: Pelici a 

— eing the Poſture of a udge 0 | 
te in the Act of Jadicatore. 

pm aud Authorities and Powers ave made 

Subjeft to him, who is gone ito: Heaven, and 

3s ox the — Ngo 1 Pet. 3. 22. 

Au an Apoſtles cher they 
2 1 45 Aale Tron » juin the twelus 

iber 1 f 


Ijrael. $28; ::*| 

ot conceive 8 he is placed at 
the e hand of God, as it were in an idle un- 
employ d Station, not ſo, for Ne Iiveth in a con- 
ſtant Exerciſe of that Power and Authority he re- 
ceived from God, for his own and his Fathers | 
Glory, and the good of his Church and People, 
Fe is at the right Hand of God making interceſſion for 
us. Rom. 8. 24. and will ſtill continue to do ſo 
to the end of the World, when he ſhall come 
from Heaven to Judge the Quick and the Dead. 


From whence be ſhall come to judge the quick 
and the Dead. 


Feſus Chrift who once dwelt upon Earth, but 
is gone from us, and now ſitteth on the Right io 
Hand of God, ſhall come againgthe Second time 
unto us. The Word come implies a contrary 
motion to that of Geing : For how can Chriſt be 
ſaid to come with reſpe& to thoſe who ſtood 
gazing up after him, but by returning to the 7 
place in which they were; is written, the s ry 

eſus 


1 * * 
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us which was taken ap from them into Heaven, 
Id come in the like manner as they had ſeen bim 
into Hauen. AQts 1. 11. He aſcended into 
—_ and fitteth on the right band of God, and 
thexce ſhall come, that is, from and ont of the 
E higheſt Heaven, where he now ſitteth on the 
$ Right Hard of God, ſhall Chriſt hereafter come 
to judge both the Quick and the Dead . For bim 
nu the Heavens receive till the time of the reſtituti- 
as of all things. Acts 3. 21. And when that 
me is falflled from Heaven ſhall he come; for 
= the Lord bimſelf Hall deſcend from Heaven with a 
= haut, with the Voice of the Arch-Angel, and with 
= the Trump of God. 1 Theſl. 4. 16. HINT. 
That there is a Judgment to come after this Life, 


& beſides the general belief of the World, and the 
apprehenſions of Mens Conſciences, we have the 
| 2 declarations of God. God, ſaith St. Paul, 
hath appointed à day, in which he will judge the 
* World in righteouſneſs. Acts 17. 31. He ſhall 
bring every Work into Fudgment. Eccleſ. 12. 14. 
And. it is appointed unto Men once to die, and after 
this the Fudgment. Heb. 9. 27. Now the Per- 
© ſon who ſhall come to judge, who ſhall fit upon 
upon that Throne before whoſe Tribunal we ſhall 
all appear, is Feſus Chriſt our Lord : For the Fa- 
tber zudgeth no Man. John 5. 22. but bath com- 
= mitted all judgment to the Son, ver. 27. And the 
& reaſon why he hath committed it to him, is be- 
= cauſe he is not only the Sox of God, but alſo the 
| Son of Man, who Suffered ſo much for us, who 
out of abundant Piety to his Father, and love 
to Mankind was content to be Arraigned, Sen- 
tenced and Executed, thereby dearly — 
ee — ing 
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ſing the Right to be Lord of the Dead and Living, 
Rom. 14. 7. n Ry 

The Perſons whom he is to judge, are The 
Dnick and the Dead. 01 K 
The Quick, that is, thoſe ſhall be alive at his 


coming. 


The Dead, that is, all thoſe that have lived 


and died before, who at the ſame time ſhall be 
raiſed. The Apoſtle St. Paul in that moſt ex- 
cellent Fifteenth Chapter of his Firft Epiſtle 


to the Corinthians which 1s read in onr Burial Ser- 
vice ſays, Behold, em you a Myſtery, we ſhall 
not all Sleep, but we ſhall all be changed, ver.51. The 
Dead ſhall be raiſed, and we, that is all that are 
then alive, when Chriſt ſhall come ſhall © be 
charged, ver. 52. The living when Chriſt 
ſhall come are diſtinguuhed from thoſe that 
died before his coming. Death its ſelf hath 


paſſed upon the One, and only a change dif- 


ferent from Death ſhall paſs upon the Other. So 


that in the end of the World this ſame Feſus 


Chrift, the Son of God, and the Son of Man, 


he who Suffered for 6ur Salvation, deſcended into 


Hell, roſe again the Third Day from the Dead, 


aſcended into Heaven, and ſittet h on the right hand 
of the Father God Almighty, He, that ſame Per- 


on ſhall in the end of the World, revive all the 
Generations of the Dead, and wonderfully in an 


inftant change the Generations then living, and 
mall by his Angels and Miniſters gather them 
all to his Tribunal Seat, and fo ſhall truly come 

to judge the Quick and the Dead. 


At whoſe coming all Men ſtall riſe again with 


their Bodies. 


Re ſurrect ion 


DD © 4 wh, 


1 
c 
| 
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4) 
' Refairreion is the rifing again of that which 


fl z. therefare applied to a dead is the 
ra & of the Body, which was — diff 


and changedinto Earth and making it 
alive;a 


gain. 

That it will be 15 with our Deut Bodies, 
when Chzift comes again to Judgment the Serip. 
ture is plain. That Upright and Holy Man 
_ 1s very poſitive i in aſlerting the truth of 


1 n ſays he, that my Redeemer liveth, and is 
able to deliver me, and raiſe me and all his 
Servants from the Grave z although: he. is now 
in Heaven, I am ſure that he will come again, 
and that be ſhall fland up to vindicate the Cauſe 
of his Saints at the latter Day, and ſhall be ſeen 
by me and all Men upon the Earth, after our Re- 
ſurrection. And though after T have put of my 
Skin, and laid down this Garment of ' Fleſh 
Worms ſhall feed on me and deſtroy this Body, yet 
ſhall it be ſo perfectly reſtored again, that in 
my Fleſb even in the ſame Body I now have, ſhall 
T ſee God coming to Judgment, whom I ſhall ſee 
for my ſelf in mine own Perſon, and mine Eyes 
being renewed and repaired foal e and not 
another. Job 19. 25, 26, 27. 

The Prophet Haiab alſo in bis Erhortati- 
ons to truſt in God, among his Arguments, 
brings in the Re ſurrection for One. Thy Dead 
Men, ſays he, ſhall live, together with my Dead 
Body ſhall they ariſe ; awake ye and ſing, ve that 
dwell in the Duſt ; for thy Dew is as the Dem of 
Herbs, and the Earth ſhall 247 out the Dead. Ifaiah 


26. 1 
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The Prophet Daniel too, tells us, that they 
that Sleep in the Duſt of the Earth ball ama be. 
r TOTO OUR 14 LO NIC 
In the New Teftament, beſides the Account of 
our Saviour's Reſurrection fully proved under 
the Article Roſe) again the Third Day from the 
Dead, we are aſſured by the God of Truth, 
that all that are in the Graves ſhall come forth. 
John 5. 28, 29. that the Dead ſhall be: raiſed. 
1 Cor. 15. 52. that our vile Bodies ſhall be changed 
and faſhioned like Chriſts glorious Body. Phil. z. 
21. for know, that he which raiſed up the Lord 
Je ſus, ſhall raiſe us up al ſo by Feſus. 2 Cor. 4. 14. 
The Scripture alſo repreſents unto us, as it 
were many Images of this general Re ſurrection, 
in the Eſtate of thoſe Dead Bodies which God 
raiſed at ſeveral times, and in divers degrees. 
Some have been raiſed immediately after. the 
giving up of the Ghoſt, there having been not 
above ſome few Minutes between their Death 
and Reſurrection; as that of Eutychus. Acts 
19. 10. Others had been already fully Cold, as 
the Son of the Shunamite. 2 Kings 4. 20. 
Others, have been Waſhed and prepared to the 
Burial, as Tabitha Acts 9. 37. | 
Others, on the way to the Grave, as the Son of 
the Widow of Naim, who was carried ont of the 
Town in order to be interr'd. Luke 7. 12. 
Others, were entred into the Grave, as he 
who was raiſed again by the Touch of Eliſha's 
Bones. 1 Kings 13. -21. . 

Others, that had not only been in the Grave, 
but ſtaid there ſo long as to be putrified, as La- 
zarus, John 11. 29. 


there 
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„others, that” bud bern reduced to Duſt, as 
K. e 85 {2 wit ee Nat. © > 0 53. 
as as it 


were given us an Earne 
Ty Re ſurreſtion in all * Conditions of 
Ad. His Power which giveth Life, hath * 
ready gone through all the Pallager by which 
Dead Bodies reſolve themſelves $7 plain in- 
11 645 of a future and general Re eben 6 
10 a Pet 6 give Account for their cn Works. 
God ſhall bring every good ork into 
ment, with every 5 9... whither 
4 e good or Had. Ekcleſ. 
wt we muſt all I, before 770 Fudgment 
© Feat of 570 at every one may receive 
' the thing done in his Body, according to that 
be hath done, whether it be good or bad. 
e 
And they that have done good, ſhall go into Life 
Boerlafing, and they that have done evil into ever- 
laſting F ire. 
*T1s recorded in the Twenty Fifth Chapter of 
St. Matthew's Goſpel, that, 
hen the Son of Man ſhall come in hisGlory, and 
all the Holy Angels with him, then ſhall be 
ft upon the Throne of his Glory. ver. 21, - 
And before him ſhall be gathered all Nations, 
aud he ſhall ſeparate them one fram another, 
as a K divideth his Sheep from the 
Goats. ver. 32. 
And be 22 5 the Sheep on his right hand, 
but the Goats on the left. v. 33. 


N. 
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Then ſhall be ſay unto them on his right hand, 
Come ye Bleſſed of my Father, inherit the 
Kingdom prepared for you from the Foundati- 

World. 7 34. 


on the 


But 


Ceſo 
on Aut D FR 5 7 ou. the ft, band, 
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Fire prepared for the 


3 118 \ J 4 

7 The 15 e pl of 806d Mehr * 
eſcribed Sn. Ser 271 Tet: eh, 
13- es 91. ph, 2 
Cor. 5. tas expr e 2 "Pet, 
5. To, . Eternal Inhy None. 5 *Tis 
called, 1 1 ſeorruptible tha 2m not 
away. 1 Pet. I, 4 He 1 0 5 . * Ll 


our L Tord aud Savi 
Where all Tears ſhall a 1045 ava, 4. Fl + BO Hes, 
and there tt be nd LY 24h. v. 12 4. 
Then for the Everlaſting nes of the 
Wicked, * ſaid, that they ſhall be caſt into e ver- 
laſtirg Fi Mat. 18. 8. "Gal be Puyiſbed with 
air aletto 2 Theſſ. 1. 9. That they 
Pall be tormented Night and Day for ever. Rev. 
10. 10. The Prophet Iſaiah, repreſenting the 
Puniſhment of the Laff Day ſays, That Pains 
ſhall come upon them like burning Pitch, which 
ſhall not be» quenched Night nor Day, the ſmoak 
thereof ſhall go up for ever. Iſa. 24, 9, 10. From 
which Painful and Miſerable CN God of 
his Mercy keep us all. 


Tois is the Catholick Faith, as to the incar- 
nation of our Lord and. Saviour Feſus 
Chriſt, which except a Man believe: fall 


Fully, be cannot according to the Golpel be 

ſaved, 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and 
to the Holy GH. 


As 
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45 t we was with them; in the bes Anni, 15 now, 
and ever ſhall be, Wc orld without 100 Amen. 


Thus, 1 hope, 1 have to 24 impartial Rea- 
der proved, what 1 had ard pt by So, VIZ. 
That the Creed which Loes under the Name of St. 
Athanaſius's Creed, Bal certain warrant of Holy 
Scripture : That the Catholic Faith Concerning the 
Trinity and the Incarnation of Feſus Chriſt is to be 
proved from Scripture, which although they re- 
main a Miſtery. far above our finite Apprehen- 
ſion, yet as they are revealed i in Scripture to be 
Jo, as God hath fg it 15 ſo, eve Chriſtian 
owning the Scripture t 9 be a Rule 75 Faith muſt 
conclude it to be True. 

I foreſee Two Obje&ions againſt me. 

One, that there are Clauſes enforcing the be- 
lieve of this Creed, under ſuch ſevere Terms, 
as give much offence to tender Conſeiences, hin- 
der the reception of the Creed, and are com- 
monly called the Damnator Cafe, 

The other, That man; ng tho 


fi 4a P 


offer them. 
As for the Damziatari C lis 1 1 man now pro- 
ceed to Account for them. = 


They are in Number Thee ; 


I. I bo ſoever will be ſaved 2 all things, it 

is neceſſary that he hold the Catholick Faith, 
Which Faith, except every one do keep whole and 

nes, without doubt be ſhall. periſh everlaſtingly. 


' & 2. So 
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2. So that in all things as is aforeſajd, The hoy} 
in Trinity, and Trinity in Unity is to be worſhipped. 
Hie therefore that will be faved : muſt thus think of 
the Trinity. "2 ' 4 7 1 


* 


* * 
- - 


7 
3. This is t 


le Catholick Faith, which except a 


Man believe faithfully he cannot be ſaved. . 
Of theſe in their Order, Gage Z 
For the Firſt. 


Whoſocver will be ſaved, before all things, it is 
zeceſſary that he hold the Catholick Faith. 
_ Which Faith, except every one do keep whole and 
undeff led, without doubt be ſhall periſh e ver- 
laſtingly. „ 05 0" a NN 25 hn wee: a 


The Whoſoever in this Preface cannot ſurely 
reſpect the illiterate and ordinary Perſons, for 
Men of weak underſtanding, or People that are 
otherwiſe engaged in the Affairs of the World, 
cannot be ſuppoſed to have either means or op- 
portunity to attain ſuch knowledge as to look 
into and diſcuſs theſe depths of Divinity; but 
the Word Whoſorver muſt reſpect Men cf Lear- 
ning and Underſtanding, who by their general 
knowledge were in a capacity to pervert and 
put falſe Gloſſes upon thoſe certain Warrants of 
Holy Scripture, as the Church calls them, up- 
on which ihe Grounds this Creed; and if we con- 
ſider the deſign of this Creed, for what end and 
purpoſe it was at firſt compoſed, we ſhall be 
the better confirmed in this Opinion. 


St. Atharaſius and other Pious and Orthedex 


Men, had face to Face diſputed with Arjus ard 


other 


(53) 


{| other. Hereticks, Men of Learning, of acute and 
/ | ſubtle-Parts, yet had ſo far ſhewed them from 
f 1 the Error of their ways, that they had 
nothing fairly to alledge of any force in Vin- 
dication of themſelves, but as Men that had 
been baffled, had recourſe to the baſe way of 
raiſing falſe Accuſations, and exciting the ſe- 
cular Power to perſecute them; but theſe good 
Men conſcious of their innocency, and the 
juſtneſs of their Cauſe, conſtantly withſtood 
them, and ceaſed not to defend the Faith ; And 
it pleaſed God ſo to proſper their endeavours, 
that many of them lived to rout their Enemies, 
and gloriouſly to triumph over their Errors, as 
alſo to compile a Confeſſion of Faith, by ad- 
hering to which, they who had been ſeduced, 
might recover themſelves out of their former 

Errors and have a right Faith in Gd. 
Therefore we may fairly ſuppoſe the Authors 
of this Creed with reaſon enough ſpeaking after 

this manner, | 

Brethren, you have many of you been Witneſſes of the 
diſputes we have had with ſeveral of the Heads of your 
Parties, you have heard how ob ſti nately they have held 
their Errors, and defended them with all their Arts 
and Sophiſtiy, and yet you ſee by the Grace of God, 
truth has fo far prevailed, that we hade ſhewn the 
falſeneſs of their allegations, and ſtated the Notion 
of a Deity in its true light according to Scripture. 
To thoſe that were not preſent to hear our arguments 
bave we ſent our Writings, and here now deliver to 
you a ſummary or Confeſion of the true Faith, rela- 
tirg to the Trinity and incarnation of our Lord and 
Saviour Fe ſus Chriſt, conſonant to the expreſs Word 
of God, and the cleareſt Inferences we could draw 
1 from 
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From thence. Jon therefbre that hade ſo fal an op- 
portunity of obtaining the tine Faith, and will yet 
wilfnily refis, and ont f Pride and Obffinacy ufo 
to believe the Trath, we cannbt ſee according to the 
Methods 75 | ny in Scripture, how yon 7 pre» 
ſerve your ſelves from periſpixꝝ everlaſtingly fbr want 
17 a abe Faith, for 11 2 . Ab thut obey 
not the Goſpel ſhall be punifhed with everlaſting De- 
ftration, from the Preſence of the Lord. 2 Theſſ. 1. 
8, 9, 10. And that this Diſabedience relates 
to the Faith, as well as to the Practiſe of the 
Goſpel, appears by thoſe Words of our Lord. 
Go ye into the World and preach the Goſpel to every 
Creature : He that believeth and is baptiſed, ſhall 
be ſaved ; but He that believeth not ſhall be damned. 
| Mark 16. 15, 16. | $2 
So that I think theſe Sentences cannot be too 
hard for thoſe obſtinate and unbelieving Sin- 
ners, who having ſo fair Opportunities were re- 
ſolv'd againſt all Conviction to hold the Faith 
in unrighteouſneſs, and not acknowledge the 
Doctrine of the Goſpel, which is termed The 
Power of God unto Salvation. Rom. 1. 16. 
The Fathers of our Church, thoſe good, pious 
and orthodox Men, who the better to gnide the 
Souls committed to their Charge in a true me- 
thod of Devotion compiled our Liturgy, ſeeing 
with what Veneration this Creed had been re- 
ceiv*d, for the Teſtification of their Agreement 
in and holding the ſame Faith, gave it a place 
in our Common-Prayer-Book, not to be read and 
frequently uſed as the Apoſtles, and Nicene Creed, 
but only thirteen Times in the Year to ſhew 
their accord with the Primitive Fathers, and 
their averſion to Error and Hercſies z and this 
meets 
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fand Enemy of Mankind Son fot big tg. 


work to oppoſe it, and became a LEY irit 
in the Mouths of many, falſly repreſenting the 
pres the Belef of every Article and Point 
Inſerted in this Creed, equally alike under the 
forfeiture of our Salvation, thereby ſtaggeri 
the Faith of many tender Conſciences; but bur 
Church no where enjoyns it under this ſevere 
Reſtriction, it only ſays, it ought to be received, 
becauſe it may be proved by moſt certain Warrant 
of Holy Scripture, and ſo leaves it as it was at 
firſt written, without adding any thing but a 
lam Recommendation, as being agreeable to 
Scripture. And that the firſt Compilers did 
not themſelves mean their Creed to condemn 
all that did not beheve every Article alike, I 
think is plain and may be clearly made out by 
examining the Second Clauſe, viz. 


So that in all things as is aforeſaid : The Unity 

in Trinity, and Trinity in Unity is to be worſhipped. 

He 1 will be ſaved : muſt thus 
think of the Piuity. | 


The Compilers of this Creed having ſet down 
the Catholick Faith particularly in theſe Words, 
viz. That we Worſhip One God in Trinity, and Tri- 
unity in Unity, proceed to inform us, that we muſt 
hold this Faith without running into the Errors 
of the Hereticks, who under pretence of ex- 
ponhding this Miſtery, had miſerably pervert- 
ed the Scriptures ; therefore, ſay they, yon muſt 
not confound the Per ſons, nor divide the Subſtance 
as the Hereticks do, and fo go on in Three and 

| Twenty 
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Twenty Verſes to explain the meaning of the 
Catholicl Faith relating to the Trinity in oppoſi - 
tion to their falſe, Tenets, and when they had 
enumerated and inſerted as much as they 
thought convenient, they cloſe up that part of 
the Catholick Faith, in theſe Words, ſo that in all 
things as is aforeſaid, ce. 710 
Now if my Readers will make the ſame al- 
lowance to the Writers of our Church in reli- 
gious Matters, as they do to thoſe that write 
Hiſtory or of any other Science; the meaning of 
theſe Words will be found, that not every Verſe 
or Point in the Comment is to be believed equal- 
ly alike with the Catholick Faith, but that there 
is a diſtinction between the Catholick Faith and 
the Comment, for in the Greek, recorded in St. 
Athanaſius's Works, the Prepoſition here tranſ- 


lated Ir, in all Things is ive 1@ waylw, which 


iz with a Genitive Caſe ought rather to be 
tranſlated By than Ir, and in the Latin, which 
is recorded in Binius s Council. Tom. 1. p. 420. 
it is per omnia, by all things, fo that In, in this 
Sentence ſhould be rendred By, and then this 
favourable Conſtruction may be allow'd, when 
in Paraphraſing on theſęe Words, we ſuppoſe 


they mean thus, viz. We have laid before you 


the Catholick Faith, that we mu worfhip One God 
in Trinity, and Trimty in Unity, we, have ſhewn you, 
that you are not with the Hereticks to pervert this 
Faith, but to keep it whole and undefiled, and that 
for ſeveral Reaſons and by ſevzral Explanations, 
which having read cer and peruſed, you will find by 
all that has been related, that it is fill true what is 
aforeſaid, that the Unity in [rimty, and the Trinity 
in Unity is to be worſhipped. 


Hz 
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3 He therefore that will be ſaved : mu? thus. think 
of the Trinity. How thus? Why even as in the 


afore-mention d Verſe, that The Unity in Trinity 


and Trinity in Unity is to be worſhipped. -. 
And that there is a real diſtinction between 
the Faith and the Comment, will appear ftill 
plainer, by conſidering the Third Clauſe, which 
relates to the Catholick Faith, as to the Incarna- 
tion of our Lord Feſus Chrift, viz. | 


Ibis is the Catholick Faith, which except a 
Man believe faithfully he cannot be ſaved. 


I have before ſhewn this Catbolick Faith to be 
contain'd in Five, and the Comment 1n Seven 
Verſes : And that there is a diſtinction to be 
made between the Words of the Faith itſelf, and 
the Comment, I think it 1s very plain, becauſe 
no one yet ever would allow a Similitude to be 
even a Proof, much leſs an Article of Faith, and 
I am ſure in this Comment 1s a very plain one, 
For as the reaſonable Soul and Fleſh is One Man, ſo 
God and Man is One Chriſt. Moſt People will 
allow Compariſons for the ſake of fetten, 
but no one will urge or maintain that a Sim- 
litude ſhould be believ'd under pain of Damna- 
tion, and ſuch a Similitude that is no where ex- 
e in Scripture, but an illuſtration drawn 
from Reaſon; So that if we may be allow'd to 
uſe this Creed as other Writings, if we may 
put the beſt and moſt favourable Conſtruction 
upon its Words, that they are fairly capable of, 
we may eaſe tender Conſcicnces by aſſuring 
them, that it is not meant that every Clauſe in 


this Creed is equally alike to be believ'd upon 


forfeiture 
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korkiture of our $atvation,” brit? chat the 'chl 
Taces in this Err e beben d. as neceſlar) 
to Salvation, is 

That the Daiy in Trinity, We PI! in Wr 
bs 1 be ebd. 8 


1. Aud that our Lord Fefe can the Son 's| 
"ea; is God and Man. 

2. Who ſuffered for our Salvation: deſcended zu- 

to Hell, roſe again the third Day from the dead. 

3. He a fcended into Heaven, he ſitteth on the 
"Right Hand of the Farbe, God Almighty : 

From whence be ſhall come to Judge the Quick 

and the Dead. 

4. At whoſe coming all Men ſhall rife again with 
their Bodies: and ſhall give account Jor their 
own Werks. 

5. And they that have done good, Pall 8 Into 
Life everlaſting” and they that gs done evil 


into everlaſling Fire. 


This is the Catholick Faith, which the Creed Fay 4 
except a Man believe faithfully be cannot be ſaved 
As for the Penalty of the Forfeiture of our 
Salvation, if we do not hold the Miſtery of the 
Trinity, and the Incarnation ef Feſus Chriſt, as 
this Creed and the Church holds, I ſhall not pre- 
tend to mitigate it; for tho 'by God's unco- 
venanted Mercy the O »poſers of them may 
eſcape, yet I cannot find by any Revelation of 
God in Scripture, that there are any other 
Grounds to obtain Salvation, than by a faithful 
Confeſlion of our Belief in the Tronty and Incar- 
nation of Tefus Chrif. | 
As 


(59 
As to the Pynity, ſure Lam that no ane that 


ay, of worſhip. uſed in 


the Chu ra race Hir) 
Sinsble. The 1 
Kane BG 1 1 ded. Hen gu our ee 


Praiſes in 925 Common often re · 

peated in the Gloria Bars 7 

even even. he Oe for th 9275 ae 
qvenant 88 .£ our, 

. es I concevegny . ſo h Fart 

e Throne vh Grace 
fuch SR th his Mouths which ie his Heaxt: 
. as be untrue, Tan hg. think to 


accor 
h „without the 


eſcape the Ju udgment of fm who at his Devor. 


votion in folevan: Applications and Addreſſes to 
the Divine Majeſt y prevaricates with Heaven, 


when and, Angels, and Men, look on and 
are Witne —— his Dilliamulation 2 If there be. 


ſuch an — Sinner, haſten, Lord! Icbe- 


ſeech thee his Coerſion, that he may re 2 


and return tg; the right Faith; mow. whilſt, he 
may find means and opportunity, that his Con- 


viction may. not come too late, and is unbalief 
riſe up againſt him in the great Day of Accounts. 
As to tbe Incarnation of qur Lard and Sapiaur 


Jeſu Cbriſt, which Doctrine St. Jude, calls: the 


 cammou Shure and th Faith, hich. we ſhould 
carp fly. contend 4225 Jude à 4 1 cannot appre- 


hend o therwiſg than that w! hotoeyer. diſbelieves 


it, muſt forfeit his Salvation; fur the end of our 
Sa viour's coming into the V orld was to redeem 


us from a Puniſhment due to an ofteuded God, 
That as by one Man's Diſoledience mary were made 
Sinners, ſo ly the Oledirnce of 0x0 Man, mary: lune 
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ze nude Rig bteous: Nom. 5 19. Twas the chief 


buſineſs io the whole New Teffament to convince 
us of it in order to our Salvation. For this cauſe 


ChHi# himſelf took purt of Fle an Blvod' thut 
by Dlath be might def im t bad th P 
wer of Death, that 2 bh Her 5 an might deliver; 
15 ſe who thro? fear of Death were" all "their Life 
Fine ſubj i d fen e. Heb. 2. 14, 15. Fort 
cauſe the Son of as manifefted, that he "might 
deftroy the Works © 4% Habil. 't Jotin 3. 8. Golf 
fo Ioved the World that he gave his only begotten Son, 
that whoſoever ' belitveth in him ſoould not periſh 
but have everlaſſin 150 Life b. John 3. 15. God et 
forth his Son to he pitzation 1 Faith in | 
his Blood. Rom. 3. Ty 2 other Foundation ran 
10 Man lay, than thut is laid, which is Je ſus Chriſt. 
x Cor. 3. 11. Weither 1s there Salvation in any 
other for tber In ho other Name under Heaven xi- 
ven among Men whereby we muſt be ſaved. Acts 4. 12. 
Tijhall add One place more, which is very re- 
markable in this Caſe, and I defire my Reader 
ſeriouſly and deliberately to peruſe it. Iis in 
the Fourth Chapter of the firſt Epiſtle of St. 
Fobn, among the Contents of the Chapter 
are theſe Words, He warneth them not to believe all 
Teachers who boaſt of the Spirit, but to try them, 
the Rules of the 'Catholick Faith, ſo that there 
was a Catholick Faith in the Apoſtles Days; The 
Spirit of error had already begun to eny the 
incarnation of our Saviour, therefore the Apo- 
{tle St. Fohn thought it needful to leave a cau- 
tion for us not to be deluded, for ſays he, 
Beloded, believe not every Spirit, but try the 
Spirits vhitber they are of God, becauſe mary 
. al je Prophets are gone out into the World. 
8 Hereby 


4 ) 
Here y knom ye the Spirit bf God' 3 vit 
| hne confoſſeth ur Ns 12 12 n the 
ee 
1 iyit t riot us 
; 1 Chrift | tg hs the Fleſh, — F God Fei 
this is that Spirit of Antichriſt; whereof jan bave 
\ + beard that it ſhould come, aud even nom almady is 
zn the World. 1 John 45 1, 2. 3. Falſe Teachers 
d who privily fall ring in damnable; Elereſtes-\ewen 
deming the Lord that bought them, bringing upon 
© themſelves ſwift deſtrution, by reaſon of. + whom 
the * truth ſhall be evil AT] of. bo Pet. 
« ©: Wh IT, 2. 14 K 
If ſuch plain places of Scripture, Nin 1 
think to any ordinary capacity, will have no 
force with theſe Unbelievers, I muſt leave them 
to the uncovenanted Mercy of God, and not 
pretend to convince them, br I am afraid what 
Abraham ſaid to the Rich Man concerning his 
Brethren, with a {mall Addition will be very 
applicable to theſe obſtinate ones, That if tbey 
will not believe Moſes and the Prophets, our Saviour 
himſelf and his Apoſtles, neither vill they be per- 
ſwaded though one roſe the Dead. Luke 16. 31. 

Though I ſhould not be fo fortunate as to con- 
vince any of theſe Gainſayers, yet if I may 
but preſerve or confirm ſome that are wavering 
as to this Creed, my labour will not be in vain; 
And methinks I ſhould do that, if they would 
conſider wherein every Perſon is to judge for bim- 
ſelf; and wherein the Church is to judge for us. 

I am to judge for my ſelf in all common mat- 
ters and things plainly delivered in Scripture. The 
_ Scripture is the Rule, which God has given us to 
direct us in the way to Heaven, Hz: TRE is a 

| any 
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jo yſech as far as we axe able, 


rat 


St. Paul ee us to.endeavour, that the Word 
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Tap cout our Foet,.. and light awo our "Paths. 


W 14. 10, tharef e:we are\commaniged 
to ſearch the Scriptures. John — 32. We are en- 

ty prove all things, 
and to embrace only that which we find good uy- 
on Trxal, #Theſ 1.21. Wen e Tae, 
u le to hear the Law, and to 
4 74 7 that at they might learn their. Duty. 

3J. IT, 42, 13. an 


ef Chriſt night dwell in ws richly in all Wiſdom. 
Coll 3. 4 „The Befeaus are commended: for 
ſearching the Scripture daily, Acts 17. 11. And' tis 
noted to the Praiſe. of Timothy, that from a Child 
be: had: Rnomu the Haly 1Scraptures, which merg able 
10: male hin wiſelunto Salſdat ian through Faith in 
Fefus.Chrif. 2 Tim. 3. 15. 45 
But if in my ſearching the Seriptures, what k 
ſeek to know is not revealed, but the Scriptures 
are ſilent about it, or elſe if it be revealed, it is 
mentioned in ſuch difficult expreſſions, that b 
my reaſoning and dil _ fearching, I cannot 
fatigfy. my ſelf in ſuch a Caſe I am to refer 
ſelf to the Rulers and Governours of the Church, 
who. challenge a juſt Priviledge to deterdtiine 
_ dirett us in all indifferent — doubt ful mats 
And our obedience to their determiꝑati- 
= in thoſe things is the moſt prudent, welt, 


and ſafeſt Courſe, for. though a Body of Men | 


have and may Err, as our Church owns, 


ſurely not ſo ſoon as a ſingle Perſon; and if t "4 


do Err in what I believe according to their 
judgment, I cannot think God will charge. the 
Fault to my Account, .becauſe J am enjoyned 
to . my Paſtors, and t2 ſubmit my ſelf to their 
Guidance, 


(63) 
Guidance. For they watch for our Souls as they 
that muſt give account for them. Heb. 13. 17. Th 
are the Mini ſters of Chriſt and Stewards of the Mi- 
ſteries of God. 1 Cor. 4. 1. They are Ambaſſadors 
for Chrift. 2 Cor. 5. 20. Tf they pervert the Goſ- 
pel of Chriſt, or preach any other, they, not I, ſhall 
be judged accurſed. Gal. 1. 8. . 
Thus, I think, I have reaſon enough to preſs 
my Readers to acquieſce in the Sentiments of 
the Church as to this Creed, and though ſome 
Things in it may ſeem hard to be underſtood, 
yet as nothing appears contrary to the Word of 
God, we ihould not ſcruple to uſe it. 
I ſhall conclude with two Petitions to God 
uſed in our admirable Litany, and hope ſome 
may join with me when I pray, 1 


From all fal ſe Doctrine, Hereſy and Schiſm, from 
hardneſs of Heart, and contempt of thy Word 
and Commandment. 


Good Lord deliver us; 
That it may pleaſe thee to bring into the way of 
Truth, all ſuch as habe erred and e 
We beſeech thee to hear us Good Lord. 
Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt. Amen. 


EH TIVOETI 
t — 
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I Come now to account for thoſe Texts of Scrip- 
1 ture, which may be {aid to mean otherwiſe 
than as I offer them. It cannot be expected 
that all the Arguments uſed in Cotroverſy, can 
be inſerted and diſcuſſed in ſo ſmall a Treatiſe, 
| therefore the method I ſhall follow, will be to 
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produce thoſe Texts I have uſed, that admit of 
any material diſpute, lay down the point 1 
brought them to prove, and ſhew that the Senſe 
T put upon them is true according to the Or- 
thodox and approved Writings of ſeveral wor- 
thy Divines of our Church. 
Gen. 1. 26. God ſaid, Let Us woke Man. | 
This Text is brought to prove the plurality 
of Perſons in the Godhead. 
| Biſhop Patrick fays, That the Ancient Chri- 
ſtians looked upon the Words Let Us, as a plain 
intimation of a plurality of Perſons in the God- 
head, in ſo much that Epiphanius ſays, This is the 
Language of God to his Word and only. begotten, as 
all the faithful believe. Heres. 23. N. 2. and ſee 
Hzres. 44. N. 4. and Hæres. 23. N. 3. where 
he ſays, Adam was formed by the hand of the Fa- 
ther, the Son, and the He ly Ghoſt. To which one 
cannot but incline; who conſiders how poorly 
the Fews Expound this place, who fancy a kind 
of Senate or Council of Angels, without whom God 
doth nothing, whereas there is not the leaſt ſig- 


nification as yet of any ſich Beings, much leſs 


that they had any hand in the making Man, 
who was not made in their image, but in the 
image of God. 

Others think God to ſpeak after the manner 
of Kings, who adviſe with their Council, but do 
Things themſelves and are wont to ſpeak 3 in the 
plural Number, when they declare their Plea- 
ſure, but I take this to be a cuſtom much later 
than the Days of Moes, when they fpake as the 
King of Agypt doth to Joſeph, Gen. 41. 41, 44. 
Jam Pharoah, and ſee I hade ſet thee, (not Me 
have ſet th: ce) over the Land of #gypt. In tile 

| ie 
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Nile the King of Perſia writes long after this. 


Ezra 6. 8. I Darius make a Decree. All theſs 


— ſhifts are a plain Confeſſion, that they 


found it hard (as the Socinians do at this Day) 


to give any account of this way of ſpeaking wit 
out granting a plurality of Perſons in the God- 
head. Biſhop Patrick upon Gen. p. 26, 27. 

Biſhop Hall ſays, Then God decreed, and af- 


0 


ter a divine manner conſulted with himſelf, the 


Father, with the Son, and Holy Spirit, concerning 
the Creation of his chief Creature Max. Hall on 
the bard Iexts of Scripture. P. 4. 3 
Archbiſhop Uſter ſays, The Trinity ſpeaketh 
in the plural Number, Let us make Man in our 
image, after our likeneſs. Gen. 1. 26. The ſum 
and ſubſtance of the Chriſtian Religion. page 76. 
Mr..Poole in his Annotations fays, The plural 
Us affords an evident proof of a plurality of Per- 


ſons in the Godhead. It is plain from many 
Texts as well as from the Nature and Reaſon of 
the Thing, that God alone is Man's Creator; The 
Angels rejoyced at the work of Creation, but only 
God wrought it. Job. 38. 4, 5, 6, 7. And 1t is 
no leſs plain from the Text, and from divers 


other places, that Man had more Creators than 
one Perſon. And as other Texts affure us, that 
there is but Ore God, ſo this mews that there 


are more Perſons in the Godhead ; nor can that 
ſeeming contrad ict ion of one and more being in 


the Godhead, be otherwiſe reconcil'd, than by 


acknowledging a plurality of Perſons in the 
Godhead. | TELL 


John 1. 1. In the beginning was the W ord, and 
the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 


E 2 5 This 
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This is brought to prove that Feſus Chriſt, who 
is here called the Word, is God, and had a be- 
ginning before the World was made. 

Dr. Hammond Paraphraſes the Words thus, In 
the beginning of the World before all time, be- 
fore any thing was Created, the Son of God had 
a Subſiſtence, and that Subſiſtence with his Fa- 
ther, of whom he was begotten from all Eter- 
nity, and was himſelf Eternal God, and being 
by his Father in his Eternal purpoſe deſigned to 
be the Meſias, who was among the Jews known 
by the Title of the Word of God, he is here fitly 
expreſſed by that Title, The Word. Hammond on 
the N. T. p. 267. | 

Burkitt, upon the Words ſays, That Feſus 
Chriſt before all time, and the beginning of all 
things had an actual Being and Subſiſtence with 
the Father, in the ſame Eſſence, and Nature. 

Dr. Whitby ſays, That the Words in the be- 
ginning of the Goſpel, but in the beginning of 
the Creation, that he was ſo in the beginning 
with God as to be before all created Beings; 
And as to the Words, and the Word was God, 
though the Socinians ſay, he was God only by Office, 
not by Nature, as being the Legate and Ambaſſador 
of God, he proves this Senſe to be utterly Uni- 
telligible to all the Fews and Philoſophers, who 
ever underſtood the Word to be truly God, and 
firſt Principle of the Creation. Whitby on the 

„ p. 445; 5 

Biſhop Hall ſays, In and before the beginning 
of the World, the Sou of God who is the Eternal 
and Eſſential Word of the Father, had a true 
and perfect Being, and that Word was Cc-eter- 
nal with God the Father, and the Holy Gl:oft, and 

that 
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that Vord was in Eſſence One and the ſame with 
God the Father, and the Holy Spirit. Explication 
ef the hard Texts of Scripture. p. 95. 

In the continuation of Mr. Poole's Annot. on 
the Bible the Notes ſay, That in that beginning 
which Moſes mentioned, Gen. 1. 1. the begin- 
ning of all things, when the Foundations of the 
World were laid, Prov, 8. 27, 28. the beginning 
of time, for before that was no Meaſure of time, 
all was Eternity, was the Word, that is, the 
Eternal Sox of God, the Lord Feſus Chriſt, and 
the Word was with God, which alſo ſpeaks a per- 
fect Unity and conſent betwixt them, and the 
Word was God, that is, the Perſon or Subſiſtence 
ſpoken of and intended by him was the Divine 
Being, which is but One; tho? in. it there be Three 
Subſiſtences, all make but One and the ſame 
Divine Being. 

Acts 5. 4. Thou baſt not lied unto Men, but God. 

This Text is brought as a Proof of the Divini- 
ty of the Holy Ghoſt. 

Dr. Hammond upon the Words ſays, The falſity 
which was committed was an injury not only to 
the Church, nor ſo much to us the Apoſtles, as God 
himſelf, to the Holy Ghoſt, who came lately down 
to plant this Church, and hath ſach a particular 
relation to it, that what is done to that, is by 
interpretation done to the Holy Ghoſt. p. 343. 

Mr. Burkitt obſerves hence, That either 
the Holy Ghoſt is Man and God's Meſſenger of 
God himſelf, but he is not Man, for ſays the 
Apoſtle, "Thou haſt not lied unto Man; And if the 
Holy Ghoſt had been only God's Meſſenger, it had 
been as great a Sin to lie unto Peter (he being 
God's extraordinary Meſſenger) as to the Holy 

& 3 Ghoſt ; 
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Ghoſt ; therefore the Apoſtle in the fourth Verſe, 
doth explain what he meant by lying to the 
Holy Ghoſt in the third Verſe, namely, lying unto 
God. Thou Haſt not lied unto Mau, a Creature like 
thy ſelf, but. unto God, even to the Holy Ghoſt, 
which is God. EPs | 

Dr. Whitby thus, Anantas is here ſaid to lie to 


God, becauſe he lied to the Spirit in the Apoſtles, 


7 


enabling them to diſcern the Secrets of Mens 
Hearts and Actions, which being the Property of 


God alone, he that doth lie to him, muſt there- 


fore lie to God, becauſe he lies to one, who hath 
the incommunicable property of God, and con- 
ſequently the Divine Eſſence. p. 61 2. 

Philzppians, 2. 6. Who being in the form of God, 
thought it uo robbery to be equal with God. 1 

This Text is brought to prove the equality of 
God the Son, with God the Father, as to his Godbead, 
Dr. Hammond ſays, Who being truly God, thought 
it no encroachment to be in equality with his 
Father, p. 638. 


Mr. Burkitt Obſerves, What (Hriſt was before 


his Incarnat ion and Humiliation, namely, the 
Great and Mighty God, for ſays the Apoſt le, 


he was in the form of God and equal with God; that 


is, being the Subſtantial form and eflential 
Image of the Father, enjoying the Divine Na- 


ture with all its Glory, ard all the enſigns of 
Majeſty which God himſelf had Firing and 
b 


invariably, ſo that if he thought it no robbery, 
to be equal with God, it could be no robbery, 
and if no robbery, he muſt be equal, and if 
equal he muſt be God byNature, as the Father is. 


Fithop Hall, Who being very God, knew it to 


be no preſumption in him to equalize himſelf to 
God thee Father. Pp. 284, Arch- 
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Archbiſhop Uſer, upon the Queſtion, 3s Feſus 
Chrif all one with the Father? Anſwers, 

Yes that he 1s, and yet not joyned with his 
| Father in Heaven, as Two Judges that fit toge- 
ther on a Bench, or as the Seal and Wax, as ſome 
do groſly imagine, but they are both One 
without parting (John 10. 30.) or mingling; 
whereupon I conclude that whatſoever the Fa- 
ther is, the Son is the ſame : And ſo conſequently 
that they be Co- eternal, Co-equal and Co-eſſential. 
Þ--82. 

In the continuation of Mr. Poole's Annotations, 

Who being or Subſiſting in the form of God, 
in the Nature and Eſſence of God, eſteemed, 
counted, held it not robbery, it being his right 
by Eternal Generation to be equal with God; 
and whenever the Father is ſaid, to be greater than 
the Sou, that can only be underſtood with reſpect 
to their Order of their Working, wheretore 
when Chriſt is {aid to be equal to the Father, he is 
diſtinguiſhed from him in Perſon, yet not in 
Eſſence, wherein it is his due to be equal, and 
therefore One. 

Colothans 2. 9. In him dwelleth all the fulneſs 
of the Godhead Bodily. 5 

This Text is brought to prove our Saviour 
Je ſus Chriſt, to be both God and Man, 

Dr, Hammond ſays, The whole Divine Nature is 
not in part, but fully without abſence of any 
part of it in Chrif, and that not by a Species, 
or Shadow, or Image only, but really and Sub- 
ſtantially. N. I. p. 654. : 
Mr. Burkitt Notes, That the Apoſtle ſays not, 
that the Godhead is athſtant, but that it retideth 
or dwelleth in him, and that Chriſt is not here ſaid 

. „ 


(79) 
to be filled with the fulneſs of God, as the Church 
is ſaid to be. Epheſ. 1. 23. in regard of the 
Gifts and Ons which ſhe had received from 
him, but the whole fulneſs of the Godhead is 
here ſaid to reſide in him Perſonally and Sub- 
ſtantially. 

Dr. Whitby ſays, That the Body born of the 
Virgin, receiving the whole fulneſs of the God- 
head Bodily, was immutably united to the Di- 
vinity and Deified, which made the ſame Perſon 
Je ſus Chri both God and Man. p. 362. 

Biſhop Hall ſays, In him the er God head 
avelleth Eſſentially, and the Divine Nature is 
not only united to the Soul of Chri#, but to the 
Body alſo. p. 293. 

Continuation of Mr. Poole's Annotations. 

'Tis evident that the Lord Feſus Chrift is the 
Subject, the Perſon of whom he ſpeaks, that in 
him dwelleth, which imports more than a tran- 
ſient ſtay for a few Minutes, or a little while, 

even abiding in him conſtantly, all the fulneſs of 

the Godhead, that rich and incomprehenſible 
abundance of Perfections whereof the ſupream 
and adorable Nature is ſo full, fo that indeed 
there is not at all any Perfection or Excellency 
in the Divine Nature, but is found abiding 
in him, and after no common or ordinary way, 
but Bodily by an Hypoſtatical or Perſonal Union 
of the Godhead with the Manhood i in Chrift 


1 John 5. y. There are Thive that bear record in 
Heaven, the Father, the Word and the Holy 
Ghoſt, and theſe Three ave One. 

This Text is brought to prove, that there are 

Tbree diffing fee who are yet but oe Ges. 
T. 


| C71) 
Dr. Hammond fa ys, As there be in Heaven Thres 
able to teſtify, and thoſe Three agreeing in One 
Divine Nature, and ſo being all infallible in 
their teſtimonies, they have all teſtified, that 
Chriſt, as he was here on Earth, was the Me ſias. 
835. | | | 
i Mr. Burkitt, expounds the Verſe thus ; 
There are Three in Heaven which do bear re- 
cord to this truth here upon Earth, namely, that 
Feſus is the Chriſt, that is to ſay, the Three Per- 
ſons in the Holy Trinity, the Father, the Word, 
and the Holy Ghoſt. 
The Father bare Witneſs both at Chris Bap- 
tiſm, and Transfiguration alſo, when with an 
audible Voice he declared, Thzs is my Beloved Son 
in whom I am well pleaſed. The Word bare re- 
cord of himſelf, affirming frequently, plainly 
and directly, that he was the Son of God, and 
making it manifeſt by his Doctrine and Miracles 
that he came from the Father. 
The Spirit bare Witneſs to this, partly by 
deſcending on Chr:# at his Baptiſm in the Shape 
of a Dove, and partly by deſcending on the 
Apoſtles at the Feaſt of Penteco# in the Figure 
of fiery Tongues, and theſe Three are One ; One in 
Teſtimony, ſay, the Adverſaries of the Trinity, 
but not One in Eſſence. One in both ſay we, as 
in Teſtimony, ſo One in Eſſence. 

Mr. Baſſett, in his Anſwer to the brief Hiſtory 
of theUntarians gives this reaſon, why we ſhould 
expound 1t both of Nature and Teſtimony too, 

for ſince they are One in Nature, and that Na- 


ture is Divine, they muſt be One in teſtimony, _ 


and that teſtimony muſt be infallible too, be- 
cauſe Three Divine Perſons who are one in Na- 
EY -- 06; 
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ture, can neither agree in a falſe Teſtimony, 
nor diſagree in that Teſtimony they give. p. 117. 
Ty, EY: ¾ vv... 
That Feſus is the Son of God 1s thus proved, 
for there are Three Witneſles that bear record to 
this truth in and from Heaven, the Father, the 
Word, and the Holy Ghoſt, and thefe Three are 
One, as in Teſtimony, ſo in Eſſence. p. 689. 
Biſhop Hall thus, Unto this main truth con- 
cerning Chriſ the Redeemer of the World, there 
are Six all- ſufficient and undeniable Witneſſes, 
 Whereof Three are in Heaven, and Three upon 
Earth; 'Thoſe in Heaven are the Three Sacred 
Perſons in the Trinity, The Father, Son, and Holy 
Ghoſt, and theſe Three are in Eſſence, One and 
the ſame God. p. 371. 
Continuation of Mr. Poole's Annotations. 
And theſe Three are One, viz. not only agreeing 
in their Teſtimony but in Unity of Nature, an 
expreſs teſtimony of the Tiune Deity. 
Thus I have endeavoured to account for the 
controverted Texts of Scripture, and if I have 
erred, I hope my Reader will grant it is in good 
Company. | | 
I will here make an end in the Words of an 
Apochryphal Writer, if I have done well, and as is 
fitting the Story, it is that which I deſired : but if 
ſlenderly and meanly, it is that which I could attain 
to. 2 Maccab. 15. 38. 
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St. Athanaſſuss Creed Pa- 

raphraſed and Divided 
according to the Fore- 
going Expoſition. 5 


The PREF ACE; 


1. QEing that the Spirit of Error and Deluſion 
1s gone abroad into the World, perverting 
the Scripture, and thereby endeavouring to hin- 
der Mankind from the means of Salvation, it is 
our Duty to reſiſt, and ſtrive to defeat his 
Wicked attempts; Therefore whoſoever will be 
Saved, according to the Method revealed in 
Scripture, muſt as a Foundation upon which he 
is to Work, profeſs and hold that Faith in God, 
which upon diligent Search hath been ſet forth 
and delivered to us from the Scriptures, by the 
generality of the Members of the Chriſtian 
Church, and is therefore called the Catholick 

Faith. | 
2. Which Faith, except we do keep whole and 
undefiled from thoſe Errors and Hereſies which 
now a-days infeſt the Church, and manifeſtly 
tend to the Subverſion of our Holy Religion, 
we ſhall certainly be liable to the Puniſhment 
denounced in Scripture to thoſe that wilfully re- 
liſt and pervert the Faith, and looſe the Benefit 
8 we 
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we ſhould receive, if we had preſerved a true 
and right Faith. The Catholick Faith. 

The Catholick Faith 1s this, That we worſhip 
One God in Three Perſons, called, the Father, Son, 
* Holy Ghoſt, yet believe theſe Three Perſons to be 

ne God. 


The Comment upon this Faith. 


1. That I may keep this Faith whole and un- 
defled. I muſt have a care not to contound, 
diſorder, or mingle together the Perſons of the 
Deity, as ſome Hereticks do, nor pretend to di- 
vide the One undividable Subſtance, Eſſence, or 
Being of the Godhead, as Others. 
2i. For there is one Perſon i in the Scripture ſtiled 
the. Father, another the Son, another the Holy GhoF. 

But the Godhead of the Father, of the Son, 
ax of the Holy Ghoſt is all One, the glory as to 
their Godhead 1s equal, the Majeſty of their 
Godbead 1s alike Eternal. 

4. For {uch as the Father is as to his Godhead, 
ſuch is the Son as to his Godhead, and ſuch is the 
Holy Ghoſt as to his Godhead ; the very ſame At- 
tributes are given to each alike, as for inſtance, 

5. We are taught by Scripture, that the Fa- 
ther is ſaid to be uncreated, the Son uncreated, and 
the Holy Ghoſt uncreated. 

5. We are alſo taught, that the Father is in- 
comprehenſible, the Son incomprehenſible, and the 
Holy Gholt incomprebenſible. 

7. The Father is termed eternal, the Son is alſo 
termed cternal, and the Holy Gho# likewiſe eternal. 

8. Yet we mult not ſay, they are Three diffe- 

rent eternal Gods, but that theſe Three, viz. Fa- 
ther, Son, and Holy Cho, thovgh they have * 
wor 


Almighty. 


10 


word eternal attributed to each Perſon, yet make 


but One eternal God. | 

9. As alſo we muſt not ſay, theſe Three Per- 
ſons are Three incomprehenſible, or Three uncreated 
Gods, but that thefe Three Perſons make One un- 
created, and One incomprehenſible God. 

10. To make this ſomewhat plainer be pleas'd 
to obſerve, That the firſt Perſon in the Trinity, 
viz. The Father is in Scripture call'd Aimighty, 
the ſecond Perſon the Son alſo is call'd Almighty, 
and the third Perſon the Holy Ghoſt is alſo call'd 


11. And yet they are no where iMMripture 
ſaid to be Three different Almighty Gods, but only 
One Almighty God. 8 

12. Again, The Father is call'd God, the Son 
God, and the Holy GHoſt God. 


13. And yet they are not Three different Gods, 


but One God. 


14. So likewiſe the Father is call'd Lord, the 
Bon Lord, and the Holy Ghoſt Lord. 
15. And yet they are not ſaid to be Three diſ- 


ferent Lords as to the Godhead, but One Lord. 


16. For although we find it true in Scripture, 
that every Perſon 1ingularly has the Title of 
God and Lord attributcd to him. 1 

17. Yet are we forbidden by the Fathers of 
our Church to ſay, there be Three different Gods, 


or Three different Lords in the Godhead. 


18. *Tis true indeed every Perſon has his par- 
ticular property by which he is diſtinaly known, 
as when you find the firſt Perſon call'd Father, 
it is never pretended that he is a made Perry, 


neither are the Terms created or begetten attiit- 


buted to him, but he is call'd The Father. 
| | 19. The 
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19. The Son, the ſecond Perſon, to reach our 
Capacities, is ſaid to be of the Father alone: but 
how ? not made, nor created, but begattoy. 
20. The Holy Ghoſt, the third Perſon, is ſaid to 

be of the Father, and of the Son: but how? neither 
made, nor created, nor begotten, but proceeding. 

21. So there is Oue Perſon of the Three parti- 
cularly ſtiled the Father, they are not all Three 
Perſons call'd Fathers; there 1s One Perſon of the 
Three particularly ſtiled the Sou, they are not 
all Three ſtiled Sous; there is One Perſon of the 
Three pp=ticularly ſtiled the Holy Ghoſt, they 
are not AHA hree {tiled Holy Ghoſts. 

22. And in this Trinity of Perſons in the God- 
head, none is to be reputed afore or after any 
of the other, the Scripture mentioning them pro- 
miſcuouſly ; none of them is greater or leſs than 
another. 3 ED ot; 

22. But the whole Three Perſons are in their 
Godhead Co-eternal together, and Co-equal. 

24. So that by all that has been ſaid, by theſe 
ſeveral Explanations it remains {till true what 
was at firſt ſaid, viz. That we muſt worſhip One 
God in Three Perſons, called the Father, Son, and 
Holy Ghoſt, yet believe theſe Three Perſons to be but 
One God. ; eo 3 

25. He therefore that would be ſaved accor- 
ding to Scripture muſt thus think of the Trinity. 


Here follows the Catholick Faith, as to the In- 
_ carnation of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 5 


The PREF ACE. 
Furthermore it is neceſſary for our obtaining 
Everlaſting Salvation, that we believe rightly 


Ti * 


the incarnation of our Lord Je ſus Chriſt 


7 
The Catholick Faith. 
The right Faith is this, that we believe and 
confeſs, Ihat our Lord Feſus Chriſt, the Second 
Perſon in the Finity, who in Scripture is called 
the Son of God, is both God and Man. 
Now follows. the Comment or Expoſition of 
theſe Words, God and Man. 
I. We are to believe that He is God of .the 


| Subſtance, whatever it be of the Father begot- 


ten before the Worlds, The Word begotten is 


made uſe of in Scripture as a Word ſuitable to 


our Capacities, the meaning — he had 
a Being from the Father before 

made, and yet that he was made Man of the Sub- 
ſtance alſo of a Woman his Motber, and Born as 
other Children in the World; 

2. That he is both perfect God, and perfe# Man, 
as having the * of tlie Father before the 
World, and taking up à reaſonable Soul and hu- 
Wan Fleſh i iu this World. 

3. Equal to his Father, as touching his Ged- 
bead ; and inftriour to the Father, as touching 
his Manhood. 

4. Who although he be Gud and Man, yet he 
is not Two diſtin Per ſons, but One Perton only 
called Chriſt. 


F. One Perſon only; not by converſi on of the 
Godhead into Fleſh : but by taking of the Mau- 


hood into God. 


6. One altogether : not by cntuk on of either 
Subſtance human or Divine, but by Uniting 


both Subſtances. in One Perſon. 


. For as we believe a reaſonable Soul and 


F leſh, United together in One Perſon makes One 
Man, ſo may we ſuppoſe Gd and Man to make 
One Perſon, calPd Chriſ. Now 


orld was 
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19. The Son, the ſecond Perſon, to reach our 
Capacities, is ſaid to be of the Father alone: but 
how? not made, nor created, but begatton. 
20. The Holy Ghoſt, the third Perſon, is ſaid to 


be of the Father, and of the Son: but how? neither 


made, nor created, nor begotten, but proceeding. - 

21. So there is One Perſon of the Three parti- 
cularly ſtiled the Father, they are not all Three 
Perſons call'd Fathers ; there 1s One Perſon of the 
Three particularly ſtiled the Sou, they are not 
all Three ſtiled Saus; there is One Perſon of the 
Three perticularly ſtiled the Holy Ghoſt, they 
are not aH Three ſtiled Holy Ghoſts. 

22. And in this Trinity of Perſons in the God- 
head, none is to be reputed afore or after any 
of the other, the Scripture mentioning them pro- 
miſcuouſly; none of them is greater or leſs than 
inlet 3 : 

23. But the whole Three Perſons are in their 


Godhead Co- eternal together, and Co-equal. 


24. So that by all that has been ſaid, by theſe 
ſeveral Explanations it remains ſtill true what 
was at firſt ſaid, viz. That we muſt worſhip One 
God in Three Perſons, called the Father, Son, and 
Holy Ghoſt, yet believe theſe Three Perſons to be but 
One God. | 5 

25. He therefore that would be ſaved accor- 


ding to Scripture muſt thus think of the Jinith. 


Here follows the Catholick Faith, as to the In- 
carnation of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 


The PR EFA CE. 


Furthermore it is neceſſary for our obtaining 


Everlaſting Salvation, that we believe rightly 


the incarnation of our Lord Je ſus Chriſt. 5 
| The 
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One Perſon, call'd Cbriſſ. 


-. HIRE 
"The Catholick Faith. 

The right Faith is this, that we believe and 
confeſs, Ihat our Lord Feſus Chriſt, the Second 
Perſon in the Iinity, who in Scripture is called 
the Son of God, is both God and Man. 

Now follows; the Comment or Expoſition of 
theſe Words, God and Man. 

I. We are to believe that He is God of .the 


Subſtance, whatever it be of the Father begot- 
ten before the Worlds, The Word begotten is 


made uſe of in Scripture as a Word ſuitable to 
our Capacities, the meaning being at he had 


a Being from the Father before tms world was 


made, and yet that he was made Man of the Sub- 
ſtance alſo of a Woman his Motber, and Born as 
other Children in the World; 

2. That he is both perfect God, and perfef Man, 
as having the Subſtance of the Father before the 
World, and taking up à reaſonable Soul aud hbu- 
Wan Fleſh i iu this World. 

3. Equal to his Father, as touching his God- 
head; and inferiour to the Father, as touching 


his Manhood. 


4. Who although be be Gud and Man, yet he 
is not Two diſtinct Per ſons ons, but One Perſon only 
called Chriſt. 

5. One Perſon only; not by converſi on of the 
Godhead into Fleſh : but by taking of the Mau- 
hood into God. 

6. One altogether : not by port: on of either 
Subſtance human or Divine, but by Uniting 
both Subſtances in One Perſon. 

For as we believe a reaſonable Soul and 


F leſh, United together in One Perſon makes One 


Man, tld may we ſuppoſe God and Man to make 
Now 
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ble State of departed Souls; but on the La 


and ever Gall be World without End. Amen. 
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Faith, concerning the Incarnation N 


2. Which Chriſt, offered himſelf : 2 
pon the Croſs, that by his Death; he- 
ſave us Sinners; after his Death his Boc y1 7 
the Grave, and his Soul went into the invift⸗ 3 «| 


F 


mY he roſe again from the Dead, | 
He Aſcended into Heaven, he f tteth « on thÞ = 

ht hand of the Father God Almighty + from 

hence hedhall come to Judge the quick and the | 

dead. . 

— At Wolde F Coming all Men ſhall riſe . ths 

with their Bodies, and ſhall give Account for 


their Works. 


5. And they that have done good, ſhall go 
into Life Everlaſting, and they that have done. 
evil into Everlaſting Fire. a 

This is the Catholic Faith, as to che incarnati- 


on of our Lord and Saviour Fefus Chriſt, which 


2 a Man believe faithfully, he cannot be 
fave | 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the 
Holy Ghoſt. | 

As it was, with Wem in the beginning, is now 
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